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Barry Holden 
304 Bellair Street 
Kensington, 3031, Victoria 
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THIS MONTH’S COVER 


There is nothing more traditional in 


the circus than the clowns, and the Kenneth L. Peterman 


greatest clown appearing in the American 
circus today is Lou Jacobs. 

Jacobs was born in Wesermunde 
Germany in 1903. He joined the Ring- 
ling-Barnum Circus in 1924 and has 
appeared with the big show since 

When the 105th edition of the big 
show opened in Venice in January Lou 
as usual was featured with his midget 
auto and his rabbit hunting bit using his 
trained dog 

The Greatest Show on Earth has 
featured 
years and we are proud to honor this 
circus great 


Jacobs on it’s posters for 35 


NEW MEMBERS 
George Victor Speaight 


6 Maze Road, Kew Gardens 
Richmond, Surrey, England 
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6926 Navarre Road, SW 
Massillon, Ohio 44646 


Bob L. Vreeland 
707 Flagstaff 
Wilcox, Arizona 85643 


Joan Howe 
657 West Briar 
Chicago, Illinois 60657 


Charles B. Craddock 
P, O. Box 188 
Columbia, Alabama 36319 


Ben D. Bradley 
46 Camelot 
Dothan, Alabama 36301 


Willene T. Finn 
1207 Osceola Street 
Dothan, Alabama 36301 


Thomas L. Butts 
301 Azalea Circle 
Dothan, Alabama 36301 


Frederic D. Hoffman 
1096 North Warren Street 
Pottstown, Penna. 19464 


Andy J. Bruckmann 
1804 Chase Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 54223 


MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Communications in the past six 
months have been few and far between. 
Either the membership is happy with the 
way things are; or they're so disil- 
lusioned they no longer bother to write. 
Kenneth B. Holmes, curator of the 
Barnum Museum, wrote in September 
thanking us for holding our convention 
in his hall. Certainly, his efforts added to 
the success of the meeting. The William 
P. Hall House Museum group is still hard 
at work, according to requests for infor 
mation they have sent us. If any member 
wishes to aid in this preservation effort 
we can supply names and addresses of 
those to contact. 

Member Edward C. Cridlebaugh has 
suggested buying certificates of deposit 
with our dues money since it comes to 
us more-or-less at one time and is spent 
over the year for postage and printing 
This may be an idea with some merit. 

No one has indicated to me their 
preference or suggestion for the place of 
the 1975 convention. In conference with 
Vice-President Parkinson | have decided 
to return again to the Circus World 
Museum in Baraboo, Wisconsin. Specific 
dates will be announced in the March 
April Bandwagon. The weekends of 
July 4 and 5 or August 1 and 2 are under 
consideration. Members opinions are in 
vited. 

The year 1974 was one of unusual 
loss to the Circus Historical Society. 
Five members, all of whom contributed 
to the recording of circus history either 
directly or as resource persons, died 
during the year. They were Carl (Red) 
Sonnenberg, John M. Staley, Robert D 
Good, Sverre O. Braathen and Dr. H. H 
Conley. We will miss them 


WANTED (TOP VALUE PAID) 


CIRCUS LITHOS, CARNIVAL 
& MAGIC POSTERS 


SIDESHOW BANNERS—PROPS 
COSTUMES, FUNHOUSE 
MIRRORS—SCARES— 
LAUGHING-LADY 


Programs, Heralds, 
Route Books, Tickets for Sale 
Or Trade 
Nelson Smith 
740 Shrader St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94117 


Couriers, 





WINTER SPECIAL 


24 issues of BANNER LINE, The 
World’s Only Twice A Month 
Circus Publication 

24 Routes including Sparks 1925 

24 8x10s including B & B 1897 
parade wagons ea 

10 assorted tickets including new 
family ticket 
Castle Circus 1971 souvenir 
program 
Von Bros. Circus 1964 souvenir 
program 
Circus World letterhead 
5x7 color of 40 horse hitch 


All for $12 postpaid from 


Van Matre 
3 Flamingo Blvd. 
Winter Haven, Fla. 33880 


40 HORSETEAM 

What picture should be in the col- 
lection of every Circus Buff? That's 
easy. It's the picture of the 40 
HORSETEAM. | am offering 2 
photos of the 40 HORSETEAM. 
One is 16x20 and the other 16x18 
They are as it appeared in 1903 
and are printed black and white 
Mailed First Class in a tube ready 
to frame. $5.00 postpaid. 


Bill Watson 
3522 R. Willow Ave. 
Castle Shannon, Pa. 15234 


ONE PICTURE IS WORTH A 
THOUSAND WORDS, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT MOVES! 


NOW-—See How They 
Really Looked. 


8mm _ Movies 
Circuses of the Past 


Famous Tented 
1937 to 1957 


For Complete Description & Prices 


Send Stamped, Addressed Envelope To 
0. BERKERY 
106 Llandaff Road, Llanerch, Havertown, Pa. 19083 


Wanted photos, 


clippings, material, infor- 


mation related to Miller 101 Ranch with Tom 
Mix 1928, Sells-Floto with Tom Mix 29-31, 
Tom Mix Round-up 33-34, Sam B. Dill with 
Tom Mix 34, Tom Mix Circus 35-38—any- 
thing on Tom Mix 38-40. Please contact: 


Parnell Brennan 
Box 642 
Hammond, Ind. 46320 


COLI ECTORS NOTICE 

1960 FAMOUS COLE CIRCUS Season 
Route Folder, Program and personnel 

1961 FAMOUS COLE CIRCUS SEASON 
ROUTE Book — Contains about seventy 
pictures 

FAMOUS COLE LITHO PASS 

FAMOUS COLE LONG PASS With Reserve 
seat stub 

CLARK & WALTERS CIRCUS 
NEWSPAPER HERALD 1964 

CLARK & WALTERS LETTERHEAD 1969 

KING BROS. CIRCUS LETTERHEAD 1972 

AL G. KELLY & MILLER BROS. CIRCUS 

KID TICKET 

JAMES CHRISTY CIRCUS LITHO PASS 

BARNES & BAILEY CIRCUS 

LETTERHEAD 1964 

BARNES & BAILEY ENVELOPE 1964 

BARNES & BAILEY NEWSPAPER HERALD 
featuring KIRBY GRANT as SKY KING 


BARNES & BAILEY LITHO PASS 
BARNES & BAILEY WORKING BOY 
TICKET 
COLORED POST CARD PICTURE 
SKY KING 
SKY KING FUNNY BOOK 
COL. TIM McCOY 8 by 10 photo 
CARSON BARNES 
REX ROSSI & ROY ROGERS 
PHOTO — BARNES & BAILEY 1964 
FAMOUS COLE CIRCUS COLORING 
BOOK 1961 
1961 CARSON & BARNES CIRCUS FAN 
MEMBERSHIP CARD 
Used the one season. A BEAUTIFUL 
EMBOSSED CARD 
ABOVE 20 ITEMS — $10.00 


TED LA VELDA 
P.O. BOX 577 
JEFFERSON, TEXAS 75657 


BACK ISSUES OF 
BANDWAGON 


Alllssues 1966 
All issues 1967 
Alllssues 1968 
Alllssues 1969 
(Except Nov. Dec.) 
Alllssues 1970 
Alllssues 1971 
Alllssues 1972 
Alllssues 1973 
Alllssues 1974 


price is now $1.40 each. 


Add 50¢ Postage 


BANDWAGON BACK ISSUES 
2515 Dorset Rd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43221 





PART V- BARNETT BROS. CIRCUS 1938°'39 


The 1938 Season 


Little information came out of tk 
quart by wa ) t publi 
tions during early wint 


ported that 


months 
of 1938 alt zh it was 
the improvements being made were going 
When the work was 
ould have a very fine 


quarter his show each 


» Billb: 
things had stirr 
following ac 
1938 Season—Barnett 
und Wallace Bros. Circus. 
ts for big show doir 
e iron jaw, menage 
ders. Clowns, acrobatic preferre Nov 
man to work in riding act, wild 
| rt. For sideshow, 
irls 


th fir 
“Rogers” men” to si 
son was Ed Raymor roducing clown 
for the fifth cc tive ison. Al- 
though there were 


of staffers 


a considerable number 
previous returning 
still there were a few newcomers, one of 
which was Bert Pettus, who would be in 
charge of the elephant herd which con 
sisted of Junie, Della, Frieda, Alice, and 
Danny. Bill Woodcock ned on for 
1938 to serve as a sideshow ticket selle 
rather than work in the elephant der 
would 

single elephant act during the 


ment but his wife, Babe, 


formance 

The Under the Marquee column o 
the March 12, 1938 Billboard remarked 
A man worth watching is Ray W 
Rogers, manager of Wallace Bros. Circus 


He is continually improving his show 
steadily enlarging, is energetic and cap 
able, Knows show business from the 
ground up. He has been quiet this winter 
but is understood to be planning a great 
show.” At this writing it was assumed 
that Wallace Bros. would ain be the 
title used for Rogers’ show during the 
regular season as was the case in 1937 
however, plans were being made other 
wi 

For some reason not clearly known 
to the author it was decided to return to 
the Barnett Bros. title which had been 
used from the 1928 thru 1936 

all 

winter sk 1 1937. In all prot 
the Barnett title was used 
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By Joseph T. Bradbury 


LLIAM DESMOND) 


FAMOUS 


STAGE andSCREEN STAR * 


Photo No. 1 - One sheet upright litho 
for William Desmond used by Barnett 
Bros. in 1938. Color scheme has blue 
background, red circle, yellow and white 
lettering, white hat and yellow shirt. 
Circus World Museum (Baraboo, Wis.) 
Photo. 


purposes. It was planned that 
first few weeks of the season the show 
would play in the same t 
year before but after then ra 
into the midwest as it had done in 1937 
the show would make an extensive tour 
of New England for the first time since 
1935. The Barnett title would likely be 
stronger there than would a completely 
new moniker such as Wallac 

A somewhat unusual situation existed 

1938 in that O. C. Cox, the show’s 

al adjuster in 1937, was listed in all 
articles printed about the show, plus in 
the official roster, as lessor, operator 
ind manager of the Barnett Bros. Circus 
Ray Rogers name was completely omit 
ted from the roster. Walter 
recently asked about this assured us that 


Rogers when 


his father was in complete charge of the 
show and that in reality Cox served only 
legal adjuster. However, to satisfy 

cality . was named a 

from the Macon 


which was the 


lessor of the equipment 


Circus Equipment Co. 


parent firm formed when George R. and 
Minter J. Wallace came in with fresh capi- 
tal the previous winter. Possibly the 
Wallaces wanted it set up this way to 
protect the equipment from any possible 
attachments although the show was 
stable financially 

The Barnett title was placed on all 
vehicles which had not been changed 
over for the small late season show the 
previous fall. As mentioned before the 
names of Wallace and Barnett have the 
same number of letters in them so this 
change over of title on the trucks could 
be accomplished very easily. In some 
photos it can be seen that the former 
Wallace title had been painted out and 
the Barnett name added, indicating the 
ntire vehicle had not been repainted 
However, as always, the motor equip 
ment was in the best of condition, well 
painted, neatly lettered, and made a 
reat flash on the lot and highwa 

W Tumber, sideshow manager 
placed an ad in the April 2, 1938 Bill- 
board as follows, “Wanted—Sir Ori- 
ntal 1 yung with good ward- 

be cordian player, novelty acts that 
are different.” 

Rogers again wanted a Hollywood 
movie cowboy as a feature of the show 
und secured the services of William 
Desmond, who although was not as well 
known generally as Hoot Gibson a year 
a was still idered to 1 sub- 
stantial drawing d. Desmond w 1 

who had been in scores of 
rm films although he had passed his 
ime and the small fry wouldn’t know 
as someone such as Hoot 
1 Maynard, or Buck Jones 
currently heading the movie 
popularity polls, but their pa 
rents would nember him. Desmond 
proved to be very popular both with the 
show’s audiences in 1938 and his fellow 
roupers. Walter Rogers remembers Des- 
mond with affection and recalls him to 
be a very fine person, Desmond followed 
the same format movie person- 
ulities with the show. He made 
pearance during the main perfor 
ind also worked in the wild west < 
show, or concert 

The 1938 season, Rogers’ 11th, be- 
an at York, S. C. April 7. The Billboard 
reported that the show had good crowds 
at the opening and noted the perform 

presented in three rings ran for one 
ind 35 minutes. It stated the show 
had practically all new canvas and made 
in impressive appearance. The big top 





was a 110 ft. round with three 40 ft 
middles; 90 with three 40’s; 
ideshow 60 with three 40's 
with one 40 and 
to the Billboard account 
highly unlikely the 
pieces of the 
that 


than 30°s, pos 


menagerie 
and pad 
room two 30's, 
according 
ever it is 
middle 


show 


, how 
various 
menagerie and side 
probably no more 
sibly 20’s. But the report 

Rogers had a loft full 
yuld often put 


were size 
might be corre 
ind we 
The re 
William De 
was a featured att 
pal assistants we 
Chief Cl ICE 
performed in the wild 
with Texas Ted Lewis and 
owboys and r Ar 
features ¢ the 


of old tenta it in 
that 
screen star 
ind his princi 
Melvor 


which 


to ust view said 
mond, we 
action 


Mar 


ind 
Keyes also 
west aftershow 
1 number of 
other 
ening performance 
mentioned were Eno Hi Shek 
of fiv Flyir oginis, fiv 

Knight r \ act 


ion 


troupe 
people 
featuring Pat 
Knight; Amadc itierrez, Mexican wire 
DeRisk 


family, head slide 
and the R¢ 


perform 
ind ygintosh 
troupe of Howard Bry 
suid that the track 


of Barnett horses 


riders f¢ 
int. Additional note 
specialities by a score 
provided much comment and three waltz 
ind rear performed at the 
time The Family 
Lena, Sue, Take 
outstanding acrobatic and risky 
ind the heel and toe catehe 
Tom Walsh and Pearl I 
notch. Tc 
questrian director and Ir 
master. W. R 
how 


horse same 


Eno consisting of 
Dempe 


had 
numbers 


and George 


presented by lari 
Burns wa 
1 Haynes, band 
rood side 

Precilla 


ind Emmett 


were top ymmy 


Tumer had a 


lineup which included 
monkey girl” freak 
The account 


new 


noted 
sid praise was 
heard for the ind horse 


and 


costumin 
Phe 


new 


elephant trappings Flying 


Roginis performed on a type of 


tigging in use for the first time this sea 


son. It remained standing throughout the 
This 


was followed by 


performance somewhat brief re 


port 1 more detailed re 
eks later 

pretty much the same early 
York as for the 


show 


view of a few we 

Followin 
season routing out of 
moved to 


Winston 
and 


past few seasons the 
Hickory, N. ¢ 
Salem, then jumped across Vir 
into West Virginia with first date coming 
it Beckley, April 11 

Oak Hill, April 12, gave 
but other stands at Grantsville 
burg, Clarksbur ind Grafton weren't 
too hot. The had been generally 
bad since the opening but it got down 
ight viciou at Fairmont, W Va 
April 18 1 freak 
torm came ind le 
ind padroom. The next 
ible 
continue 
Mor 
ito Pennsylvania for 
vill Somerset 
Swissval ind 
Pittsburgh the 
phant Danny 


followed by 
inia 


sod busine 
Parkers 


weather 


ind wind 
top 
it Morgan 
ch up the 


when rain 
veled the big 
day 


own the show wa to pat 


ind pute okay 


Leaving zantown the show moved 
tands at Connells: 
teanett 
While near 
male ele 


Greensburg 
Aliquippa 
show left the 
which was gettin 


Photo No. 2 
stand 
large elephant and 
Pfening Collection. 


Barnett Bros. 


the show's 


tough customer and difficult 
at the Highland Park Zoo. Ros 


animal was leased to the zoo 


very 
handle 
said the 
the summer but it never returned to 
Barnett show so no doubt the trans 
was made permanent 


On April 27 Barnett Bros. played 


East Liverpool, Ohio, which had beco 


more or less an annual 
While in 


reporter 


early stand. 


town the 


good spring 
Billboard 
interview R 


Rogers frankly 


sent a 
review the shc 
that 


and 
admitted 


gers 


busin 


billing 
in 1938 had simple design of a 
title, 


to 
ers 
for 
the 
fer 


at 
me 


and usually very 
the 


to 
vw 


|eSs 


had been off and that he had experienced 


1 very discouraging trek out of the sou 
Even with inclement weather, the bl 


Photo No. 3 - Large billing stand 
Barnett Bros. date at Ellsworth, 
Sat. July 30, 1938. Photo by Joe Bris 


a 


oN: BWA BARNETT. BR 
JULY JULY 


fswoRt n 


Sf) 


th 


yw 


for 


Maine, 


lin. 


down at Fairmont, and very spotty 


which was considerably off the 
Rogers 
intended to carry on even if re 


business 


1937 pace for the first month 
said he 
trenchment was necessary 

The report said the show was moving 
on more than 50 units, had 4 elephants, 
stock. It 


there were 12 cages in the 


a camel, and 30 head of rin 
was noted 
menagerie but this had to refer to indi 
vidual dens as in all probability the show 
truck 


sround 
thre 
general 


five 


den 


continued to carry 
two, or 
partment size. Adult admission 
40¢ with children 
school tickets available at all 
matinees. Despite the 
West Virginia the 


showing. Big top 


cages, of one 


prices were 25¢ for 
and special 
stands for 15¢ at 
continued rains in 
made a good 


at 3,000 


canvas 

Ww d tos 
The 1938 Barnett Bro 

follows 


performance 


was listed as 


1. Tournament 


2. Smith Trio, bar act 


0S. nine 


re 





Photo No. 4 Bert Pettus with 
Barnett Bros. elephants (left to right), 
Junie, Alice, and Della, season of 1938. 
Joe Rettinger Collection. 


3. Special announcement, intro: 
ducing William Desmond, 
Hollywood movie star 

Clown band 

Ring | - Head balancing 

Ring 2 - Trapeze, Frank 
Esperanza 

Ring 3 - Trapeze 

Single elephant acts in all three 
rings, worked by 

Ring | - Babe Woodcock 

Ring 2 - Norma Knight 

Ring 3 - Winnie Newell 

Foot Slide - Pat Knight 

Barrell Kicking 

Ring | - Enos Troupe 

Ring 2 - Enos Troupe 

Ring 3 - Tan Araki 

Liberty act, presented by Texas 
Ted Lewis 

Concert announcement, all 
principals on track 

Tight wire act, Knight Troupe 

Single elephant in novelty 
drunk act 

Bing Harris, heel and toe act 

Risley novelty act. Tan Araki and 
Enos in all rings. 

Menage riders, Flo McIntosh, 
Dorothy Lewis, Midge Dever, 
Winnie Newell, Norma Knight, 
Babe Woodcock, and Mildred 
Harris 

. Clown boxing n center ring 

Head slide, Frank DeRiskie 

Principal Riding Act, Rogintosh 
Troupe (3 women, man. 
clown) 

Elephant act (4) worked in center 
ring by Tommy Burns 

. Clown wedding gag. 
. Mexican wire act by Mona 
(Raymond) Gutierrez 

Perch acts 

Ring 1 - DeRiskie 

Ring 2 - Enos 

Flying Hartzells in center ri 
First time for act, flying re 
turn, featuring John Hartzell, 
Helene Hartzell, Bing Harris, 
Searle Simmons, and Joe 
Doakes, comedian 


24. Exit march, Ira Haynes band. 


The official 1938 Barnett staff was as 
follows: O. C. Cox, manager and opera- 
tor; W. A. Rogers, asst. manager in 
charge of ticket wagon; Bill Tumber 
sideshow manager; J. West, press with 
show; Ralph Cautin, inside tickets; Oscar 
Wiley, general agent; Keller Pressley 
front door; Dorey Miller, contracting 
press agent (Note, not to be confused 
with Dorey R. Miller of Hugo, Okla.); 
Leonard Littman, story man; ra Haynes, 
band director and mail agent; Shorty 
Gilson, boss canvasman; Jimmy Rag 
asst. boss canvasman; Deacon McIntosh, 
chief mechanic; Dave Mcintosh, asst 
mechanic; Eddie Brodie, chief electrician 
Si Murray, with nine men, commissary 
Bert Pettus, elephant boss; Tommy 
Burns, equestrian director; Mose Becker 
boss butcher with 11 men; Peter Logan 
menagerie stands; H. W. Morris, 24 hour 
man; Vestel Pruitt, car manager; Virgil 
Pruitt, boss billposter with five men 

The sideshow roster had W. R. (Bill) 
Tumber, manager, and Bill Woodcock, 
Ted Mulligan, and Pete Houey, ticket 
sellers. Attractions included Charles La 
Bird, inside lecturer and Punch and 
Judy; Thelma Bryant, Austrian bird act; 
Precilla, monkey girl; Emmett, alligator 
boy; Tex O'Conner, musician cowboy 
and Jones Belle, leader of band and 
ninstrels. 

Other personnel rosters showed seven 
clowns, eight wild west performers, and 
twelve members of the band. 

In a recent interview (1973) Helene 
Rogers Hartzell, daughter of Ray Rogers, 
told of the framing of the first flying re- 
turn act on her father’s show. Johnny 
Hartzell put the act together in the early 
weeks of 1938. Helene, although experi- 
enced in practically every other type of 
aerial act, had never been in a flying act 
before but she was worked into the act 
that made it’s initial appearance on 
opening day at York on April 7. At 
times the act was known as the Flying 
Roginis, evidently playing on the Rogers 
name as had been true for other acts, 
notably the Rogintosh Riding act. In 
other seasons the act had a different 

name but in time became known 
only as The Flying Hartzells, whict 
would continue for twenty years or 


¥ oF 
aes RR 

Photo No. 5 - Semi No. 23 on Barnett 
Bros. lot at Fulton, N. Y., May 28, 1938. 


Pfening Collection. 


— 


longer. Helene married Johnny Hartzell 
in the early spring of 1938 and the 
couple are still together in circus busi 
ness at this writing (1974) as owners of 
the Wallace & Rogers Circus, a small 
motorized show operating primarily in 
the Pacific Northwest 

Liverpool was the only Ohio 
stand played in 1938 as the Show moved 
back ir New Brighton 
and would remain in eastern territory for 
the mainder of the season. Eighteen 


Pennsylvani: 


stands in the Keystone State were played 
before it went into New York at James: 
town, May 19. While in Pennsylvania 
eneral counsel Paul Conway visited for 
several days. Business was very spotty 
New Castle, Sharon, and Titusville were 
termed as good while Butler, Franklin, 
and Beaver Falls were rather poor. Prac 
tically every stand was below the take of 
1937. During the final week in Pennsyl 
vania the show suffered the loss of three 
troupers by death, the hardest blow 
dealt the Barnett show by the grim 
réaper since it was organized. Mose 
Becker, boss candy butcher for many 
years, died of heart trouble, next Frank 
Murray for years in charge of the lunch 
stand, died in a Beaver Falls hospital 
after a brief illness of pneumonia, and 
the third death was that of Joe Valen- 
ches, a cornet player in Ira Haynes band 

The first New York stand at James- 
town was a good one with two capacity 
houses in rainy weather. Other New 
York dates ne at Dunkirk, North 
Tonawanda, Medina, Batavia, Geneva, 
Auburn, Oswego, Fulton, and Little Falls 
and then the show went into Massachu- 
setts for a date at Adams, May 31. An ex- 
tensive tour of New England was planned 
and the show would remain in the area 
for two full mc After additional 
Massachusetts dates at North Adams and 
Greenfield the show played Brattleboro, 
Vt. on June 3, Keene, N. H. June 4, then 
went back into Massachusetts at Gardner, 
June 6. 

The July 2, 1938, Billboard said the 
Barnett show had made a swing down 
into the Providence, R. I. area and was 
the first show in so far in the season. 





Newport, R. I., June 21 gave full houses 
at both the matinee and evening perform- 
ances. Good press reviews followed. The 
Newport News said, “The courtesy of 
the management, performers, and work- 
ingmen earned much favorable comment 
for the show playing the east for the 
first time.” (Note, not the first time, of 
course, but show had not been in New 
England since 1935). William Desmond 
got good review and was termed a 
“regular fellow” with the kids by giving 
dozens of them rides on his horse. Other 
feature acts mentioned included the Five 
Flying Roginis (Hartzells), the DeRiskie 
Troupe, Forest brothers, Johnny Hart- 
zell, Knight wire act, Nelson Thomasson, 
Thomas Walsh Jr., Raymond Gutierrez, 
Knarr Trio, Bing Harris, and Capt. 
Thomas Burns and his performing ele 
phants. The Newport Herald wrote, “The 
circus, not as large as some that have 
shown here, is filled with many enter- 
taining and spectacular acts. Those who 
went to the lot and there were many 


hundreds, came away singing the praises 


of the clean and entertaining perform- 
ance which they had witnessed.” 

In the same Billboard issue Circus 
Solly writing in Under the Marquee said, 

Norma Rogers, talented daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs, Ray W. Rogers, is doing 
some excellent work in the Barnett Bros 
Circus performance this year, Solly hears 
Versatile, attractive, and charming she 
appears in the wire act, one of the show’s 
big features, works elephants, rides in 
menage, specialties, and otherwise works 
as an all round performer.” 

New Bedford, Mass. played the day 
before Newport had good business des 
pite the city being contracted by Cole 
Bros. for July 4. Barnett also did good 
business in Pawtucket, R. I. on June 23 

In the meantime the country was now 
in the midst of a very sharp business 
recession which suddeness had dealt a 
Staggering blow to the entire outdoor 
amusement industry as well as to the 
rest of the nation’s economy. History 
would later record that the 1938 season 
was the worst circus season to date and 
subsequent years have never seen any- 
thing like it. Details of this disaster 
which just about killed circus business in 


Photo No. 6 - Barnett Bros. semi on 
lot, season of 1938. Pfening Collection. 


the United States have been covered in 
many articles recently and will not be 
repeated here with the exception to 
mention that by July 1 two of the five 
railroad circuses had already halted, the 
new Tim McCoy Wild West Show having 
folded early and a strike on Ringling- 
Barnum had shut that show down and 
sent it back to Sarasota quarters. Even 
the venerable Charlie Sparks had to close 
his Downie Bros. Circus due to bad busi- 
ness but he did reopen later in the year 
Ringling-Barnum’s sudden close left all 
of their contracted New England dates 
vacant so there was a grand scramble to 
get into the area by other shows. Both 
of the Jess Adkins-Zack Terrell railroad 
shows, Cole Bros. and Robbins Bros. 
were sent in. These plus Newton Bros., 
Eddy Bros. (Hunt), and World Bros. gave 
Barnett plenty of competition. All of 
them were out to scrounge for any 
spare quarters the natives might have. It 
was a rough go for all shows, Barnett in- 
cluded, and although Rogers and his 
show was one of the few circuses to sur- 
vive the 1938 season, it wasn’t an easy 
task. A few stands were good, many of 
them poor, while some of them were 
termed as “fair” such as Barnett’s date 
at Falmouth, Mass. July 2, where illness 
kept William Desmond out of the pro- 
gram that day 

For some reason Barnett didn’t play 
Connecticut but did make stands in all 
of the remaining New England states. 
The show secured a license to play 
Revere Beach, Mass. on Saturday and 
Sunday, July 9 and 10. This was the 
first Sunday license ever given to a circus 
in that state and the document later was 
added to the late Bill Woodcock’s col- 
lection. After a string of 14 continuous 
days in Massachusetts the show was at 
Portsmouth, N. H. July 12, then went 
into Maine the next day at York Beach 
which was followed by stands at Saco, 
Old Orchard Beach, and Wolfboro. On 
July 18 it was back into New Hampshire 
for a single date at North Conway, and 
then to 31 additional stands in Maine 
beginning at Bridgton. Lawrence Brown 
wrote in the Billboard’s Under the Mar- 
quee column that he saw Barnett Bros. 
at Saco. Old Orchard Beach, and Bruns- 
wick, reporting a good performance and 
fine equipment. He said that between 
shows at Old Orchard the elephants were 


taken to the beach for a dip in the 
Atlantic 

The show played along the Canadian 
border including stands at Calais and 
Houlton. Robbins Bros. was in oppo- 
sition at Calais as well as other stands. 
Competition was found at most places 
throughout the entire New England tour. 
Sometimes it was very stiff but personnel 
of the respective shows could still visit 
each other and the managements were 
generally friendly. It was just a case of 
survival for everyone. Rogers and O. C. 
Cox visited Newton Bros. when that 
show was at Warren, R. I. and usually 
called on other rival shows when they 
were close by 

To add to the already distressed times 
of the poor economic conditions, stiff 
competition, and generally slow business, 
the weatherman had to get into the act 
and drenched the area with rain for days. 
The August 20, 1938 Billboard men- 
tioned that Barnett Bros. had suffered 
some bad breaks in the weather in New 
England but were doing fair business. 
The article mentioned there was plenty 
of rain and water at Bath, Maine, July 22 
In moving off the lot it was necessary to 
construct a plank bridge for a distance 
of 90 yards. The show finally cleared the 
lot at daybreak and moved on to the 
next stand where the matinee was less 
than an hour late. Despite the difficulties 
with the elements two performances 
were given in Bath and Rogers termed it 
a winning date. At Calais it was necessary 
to use elephants on every piece of rolling 
stock. The lot was a sea of mud and the 
show was not off it until 5:30 a.m. but 
the matinee was given on time in Dan- 
forth. A photo was included with the 
Billboard article which pictured a Barnett 
elephant pushing a truck in knee deep 
water with the rear wheels completely 
submerged. The article also said clowns 
with Barnett Bros. included Johnny 
Knarr, Jack Rogers, Charles LaBird, How 
ard Bryant, Iza LaBird, Searle Simmons, 
and Ed Raymond. 

Although it appears so far the Barnett 
performance had not been retrenched a 
report in the August 27, 1938 Billboard 
said that the show’s wire act, including 


Photo No. 7 - Light plant semi on 
Barnett Bros. lot, season of 1938. 
Pfening Collection. 





Photo No. 8 - Barnett Bros. trucks on 
lot, season of 1938. Pfening Collection. 


Norma Rogers, had left and joined the 
Mighty Haag Show which was moving 
from North Carolina into Georgia. No 
doubt Rogers wanting to cut back on 
his performance had the opportunity to 
rent the act to Mighty Haag and did so 

The final Barnett stand in Maine was 
at Auburn, August 23, after which the 
show played stands in Massachusetts at 
Lawrence, Lowell, and Holyoke, then 
took off on a 200 mile Sunday run so as 
to be at Morristown, N. J. for a date 
August 29. Continuing south very rapidly 
the show played Easton and Norristown 
in Pennsylvania, which was followed by 
Havre de Grace, Md., Sept. 1, and An 
napolis the next day. A 130 mile over 
night move was made from Annapolis to 
Richmond, Va., Sept. 3, where it was 
hoped that city would be a good stand 
as it earlier in the year had given good 
houses to both Downie Bros. and Rob 
bins Bros. Richmond did provide Barnett 
with a good take. The W. W. Workman 
Tent of the Circus Saints and Sinners of 
Richmond were hosts to 500 children 
from orphanages that day 

Following a day in Norfolk the show 
went into North Carolina at Elizabeth 
City with additional stands scheduled at 
Scotland Neck, Tarboro, Wilson, Dunn, 
Clinton, and Fairmont. South Carolina 
was entered September 14 at Dillon and 
for the next two months the show would 
play back and forth between the two 
Carolinas. 


cA 


) 


The Sept. 10, 1938 Billboard said 
that Norma Rogers, enroute from South 
Georgia after Mighty Haag had closed to 
join Robbins Bros. in Kentucky, stopped 
over in York, S. ( 
Mrs. Ray W. Rogers, who evidently had 
left the Barnett show and returned to 


to visit her mother 


her home 

By mid-September the circus scene 
throughout the country was generally 
terrible. Both Cole Bros. and Hagenbeck 
Wallace, large rail shows, had 


Early September saw the largest motor 


closed. 


ized show, Tom Mix Circus, cease for all 
time. The list of circus failures so far in 
Both large and 
small shows had been swallowed up in 


the year was lengthy 


the economic recession leaving showmen 
everywhere beaten and bewildered. For 
tunately Ray Rogers, who had survived 
the great depression of the early 1930's, 
was still out playing thru the Carolinas 
which had become home territory to 
him. Both he and his 


known and did enough business to make 


show were well 


2 normal season's route 

The Nov. 5, 1938 Billboard noted 
that Barnett was at Reidsville, N. C. on 
October 17 and had a good house at the 
matinee and packed them in at night 
The performance was said to be well 
presented and was played by a small but 
zood band. A final note said that Reids- 

Photo No. 10 Different view of 
Barnett Bros. lot at Irwin, Pa. May 7, 
1938 pictures all major tents. New cook 
house canvas is in left foreground and 
big top is at right. Pfening Collection. 


Photo No. 9 - Barnett Bros. on lot at 
Irwin, Pa. May 7, 1938. Big top is at 
right. Pfening Collection. 


ville was not considered a good circus 
town so the show was pleasantly sur 
prised. The next issue of Billboard said 
the Barnett show had been playing in the 
Carolinas for several weeks to varying 
business. At times the show had been 
close to the York quarters and many 
troupers had visited friends in the town 
left to 


1 Cleveland department store 


Ed Raymond, producing clown 
lown at 
for the tenth consecutive year 

The show did go into Virginia for one 
date at Franklin, October but other 
wise until closing day, it had played a 
total of 36 stands in North Carolina and 
22 in South Carolina which indicates 
Rogers was counting on this territory to 
put him in the black for the season and 
hopefully get enough extra for the 
winter 

he final stand of the 1938 season 
Great Falls, S. C. on Nov 


ember 12. Barnett Bros. was one of the 


ame at 


very few circuses which put ina full sea 
The Nov. 19, 1938 Bill- 


board said the show during it's 32 week 


son that year 


tour had seen some good weeks but that 
business was off compared to former 
years. It was mentioned there had been 
little change in personnel during the 
season and no serious mishaps. The show 
went into it’s York quarters which were 
said to contain several newly constructed 
buildings 
tracks in the center of the town 


along the Southern Railway 





In the meantime there had been 
developments concerning the Macon Cir- 
cus Equipment Comapny, the show’s 
parent corporation. Paul M. Conway of 
Macon, Georgia was elected president 
while his law partner, Emil Hirsch, was 
named general counsel. The suit against 
Hoot Gibson which supposedly had been 
settled the previous summer in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. came to life again. 

A new suit was filed in Superior 
Court, Fulton County, Atlanta, Ga. for 
$50,000 for breach of contract and 
when Hoot Gibson arrived in that city 
where he was appearing with Robbins 
Bros. Circus on October 19 he was 
served with a court process with trial 
date expected to be in January 1939 

And so the year 1938 came to 
end, The recession was still on altho 
several shows including Al G. Barnes 
Sells Floto with Ringling-Barnum New 
Features, a 50 car rail show, and Downie 
Bros. which reopened on August 15 
noted a definite upturn in business in 
the southeast during the fall. Hopefully 
next year would be better 


The 1939 Season 


The Billboard reported that Ray 
Rogers made a trip to Macon, Ga. in 
January 1939 for a conference with Paul 
Conway to discuss “legal business.” No 
details were given but it is assumed the 
decision was made at that time to con 
tinue the same arrangement for the 
coming season in which the Macon Cir 
cus Equipment Co. would lease techni 
cally to O. C. Cox the necessary equip 
ment to operate the show. in, be re 
minded that Rogers was still in complete 
charge at all times. It was also decided 
to continue with the Barnett Bros. title 
for the 1939 season 

Strangely enough there was no fur 
ther mention of the suit filed against 
Hoot Gibson for breach of contract 
Whether or not it was ever brought to 
trial we don’t know. The suit was to be 
heard in January 1939 in Atlanta and at 
the time I was a daily reader of the local 
newspapers but I can never recall seeing 
the first thing about it. In all probability 
the suit was dismissed and never came to 
trial but this of course is only an 
assumption 

The economic picture in the country 
was still very unsettled. War clouds in 
Europe loomed on the horizon but at 
the time the United States was str 1 
neutral observer of the worsening situ 
ation. At this early stage there was 
step up of any kind in defense pr 
ations and industry continued at 
slow pace. In short, the econor 
cession was still on. In view of thi 
Rogers decided to reduce the size of his 
show, especially cutting down on the 
number of vehicles used to transport it 
Sizes of the major tents were also small 
than the previous year. One 
which reduced the total nu 
trucks was the elimination th 
individual cages. A large semi \ 


Photo No. 11 - Large 24 sheet bill- 
board advertising Barnett Bros. stand at 
Alton, Ill. Tues. July 25, 1938. Joe 
Bradbury Collection. 


structed with six den compartments 
which was sufficient to house all of the 
wild animal menagerie. Although some 
motorized circuses, notably Walter L 
Main and Lewis Bros. had used semi 
cages since the very early 1930's this was 
the exception rather than the rule as 
most shows preferred single straight bed 
truck cages with one or two den com- 
partments such as used by Downie Bros., 
Tom Mix, Barnett, etc 

The show still claimed a half dozen 

ages” which by counting the individual 
den compartments was correct. With the 
four elephants, Junie, Della, Frieda, and 
Alice, one camel, and 30 head of per 
forming horses the Barnett animal popu: 
lation was essentially the same as the 
year before 

The official 1939 staff was listed as 
follows: O. C. Cox, lessor and manager 
Julian West, secretary-treasurer; Ray W 


Rogers, general supt; W. R. Tumber, 


sideshow manager; Harry Swank, supt 
front door and press agent; Dory E 


Miller, general agent; E 
in charge of advance; Harry Chipman 
zeneral press representative; William H 


dward L. Conroy 


Photo No. 12 - Barnett Bros. elephant 
herd (Junie, Della, Frieda, Alice) on lot 
at Decatur, IIl., July 10, 1939 Elephant 
semi is at right. Photo by Tom Parkinson. 


Woodcock, story man and sideshow tic- 
kets; J. T. Burns, equestrian director; Ira 
Haynes, musical director; Ed Raymond, 
producing clown;Deacon McIntosh, chief 
mechanic, assisted by Dave McIntosh; 
Eddie Brodie, chief electrician; Si Murray 
in charge of cookhouse; A. J. Benjamin, 
concessions; Shorty Gilson, boss canvas- 
man; Bert Pettus, supt. of elephants. 

Canvas included the big top, 100 ft. 
round with three 40 ft. middle pieces; 
menagerie, 60 ft. with three 30's; side- 
show SO ft. with three 20’s. The big top’s 
seating capacity was said to be 3500 
which included 750 grandstand chairs 
At the beginning of the season it appears 
all of the canvas had seen prior use but 
was in good condition. 

The March 25, 1939 Billboard said 
that Lee Powell, motion picture’s Origi- 
nal Lone Ranger, would be a feature 
attraction with Barnett Bros. during the 
coming season. Rogers was continuing 
his policy of several years by having a 
Hollywood film personality appear in the 
big show and concert. The same issue 
said that more than 100 people were 
now at 
ready for the new season. Dennis Stevens 


York quarters getting the show 


had been signed to do tramp clowning 
on the show and earlier it had been an- 
nounced Gertrude Redden was signed as 
1 feature for the sideshow 

Even though the show’s program was 
somewhat curtailed from what it was at 
the beginning of the previous season 
Rogers still had a very fine performance, 
fully on par with other motorized cir- 





cuses, the number of which had been 
onsiderably reduced in 1939 
The 1939 Barnett Bros. pro 
follow 
1. Grand Entry 
2. Horizontal bar 
Introduction of L 
Original Lone Ran 
Foot jugglin 1eOF 
Lena Eno, and Tan 
5, Clown 
6. Single elephants worked by Jang 
Walters, Norma Rogers, and 
Babe Woodcock 
7. Foot slide by Pat Knight 
8. Eight horse liberty act worked 
by Texas Ted Lewis 
9. Concer 
10. Knight Troupe, wire 
11. lron jaw, Jane Walt Marior 
Clark 
12. Clown ban 
13. Ridin 


tannouncem 


M 
14. Johr Land t 
15. Aerial t xine Walt 
16. Risley En 1p 
17. Crazy clown walkaround 
18. Second con nnouncer 
19. Elephant act, worked t 

McInt 
20. Smith brother robati 

Bum” act, and “We W 

‘comedy acrobat 

rial Perch, Kohl b 

Du 


ind Helen 

Le Powell and 
headed th vild w 
Hayes had nine pi band and th 
how claimed 14 clown 

Phe sideshow lineup included Ja 
3elle’s Dixie Minstrels; Frank (Scottie) 
Keans, Scottish band; Hippodrome Han 


Photo No. 13 - Horse semi on Barnett 
Bros. lot, Decatur, Ill., July 10, 1939. 
Photo by Tom Parkinson 


ollin lobe \ onnor, iron 
itterfly girl 


Redden 


punch 


1 van; Jea 
Frank Allen 
impalement 
entriloquist Hawaiian 
dancers (4). 

Barnett 
York, S 

ason fo « ind the tenth opene 
in York « t day the show moved 
to Hicko llowed by Winston 
Salem and then went into Virginia f 
tand at Danville, April 10, Roanoke 
pla ) Both Danville 
Ro F F heduled 


how thi 
William Moc 
idjuster f 
who had b 
redited with tealir »0t Gib 
nd taking hir 


leading a dandy) 
ill union band. Equipment i 
ly painted and looks great. A final 


Photo No. 14 - Cookhouse semi No. 
65 and dining tent on lot at Decatur, III 
July 10, 1939. Photo by Tom Parkinson 


note said that Tommy Burns was in hi 
tenth year as equestrian director 
Harrisonbur ind Winchester com 
pleted the Virginia tour and then the 
how y a single stand in Maryland 
it Hagerstown, April 17 
went into Pennsylvania. Fi Keys 
State st t Carlisle, followed by 
x. The Y t 
the Pleas 
rowds. Schools let out 
Mayor Harry 
nted Lee Powell a huge 


which it 


matine 
B. Anstin 
bunch of white roses in behalf of the 
City of York, Pa, to the City of Yark, S 
C. where the show winters. Press agen 
Bill Tumber told the newspapers that the 
show’s business had been on the increase 
at Harrisburg 


old for a cir 


lately although the weather 
n April 21 had been too 
is day. Harrisburg also saw 
billed in later as well 
heduled June 3 


ompetition 
Downie Bro 


in the area were 
Hi Shek Troupe of Orientals 
Morello-Savilla Troupe 
(all stage names added by the show’ 
Norma Rogers, and th 


Ridin land 


press boys) 
Hartzell 
show was getting excellent pub 
thanks to Harry Chipman, general 
ind Edward 1 


Conroy 


said the show was first 
25 and that 

paper and \ 

onal appearanc 
ve Ranger tand at Col 
umbia, Pa. ga lent busin ind 
th how visited by Paul Conway 
Ther is a fair afternoc but good 
night hou at Lancaster hort 

move of 11 miles from Col 
tt next played adin, 

April 27, wher 


y West Che 
first circus of t ison. Beth 
t Saturday 


nia al 
time 
uting 
Wilke 
ped into 
y the 
bad for the matinee but 
d by night and there was a good 
ndance. It was at Jamestown the 
next day th came back into Pennsyl 
yn May 11. Two addi 
litusville and New Castle 
the state 


vania at 


f stands in 
which had been origina 
incelled. One of th 
been billed 
ame in ahe 
ancelled out 
originally planned 
ippeared both Ringlin 
ind Cole Bros., the nation’s two 
railroad shows, would pass up 
ett booked the stand. How 
the Russell move Rogers 





urplu han e 
in the nativ in thos 
Canton, Ohio s yr the 15th 

and thi t the a nc vewhat be 
hind but with some tick work by th 
boys it o ten days ahead 
that the final 

potty 

how 


th 


1d1n, 
\ ories 
t Canton and Massilon, Ohio, th 
Other Ohio stand imc 
Lorain, Sandusky, and Fo 
1en the show into Indiana 
t date being ort W 


next Kin 
Parad r thru: enro m 
Philade 4 to Alliance. Barnett had 
fair day at Massillon, Ohio which 
only eight’ miles from Canton 
number of CFA 
day 

Billboard 


ntime R 

al difficultic 

In 

ntly popular radio serial 250,000 
dam in federal court visbur 
fendants named were Lee Powell 
Macon Cir 


yrporation from whi 


Equipm 


ses quipr 
were charged with conspirit 
ind mislead the il publi 


vertising and 


laime 
mplicatec 
x plained 
of five vho po 
yne Ranger first 
erial produced by Re 
Subsequently, a second 


motion picture 
public Pictures 
Lone Ranger serial went into production 
in which Powell did not appear. The Lone 

Ranger radio program was currently 
istance very yular. Rights to 
held by 

additior 

njunctic 


Photo No. 15 - Group of trucks on 
Barnett Bros. lot at Decatur, III, July 10, 
1939. Ticket trailer is in center. Photo 
by Tom Parkinson. 
Equipment Co.'s further use of the 


f Lone Ranger. Barnett’s newspaper 
ind radio advertising had publicized 
Powell as the “Original Lone Ranger” 
ind autographed souvenier photos of 
Powell in costume were given to kiddies 


attending the matinees and aftershow 


for Powell answered the 
uit by contending that in no way had he 
dvertised himself as being connected 
vith the current Lone Ranger radio pro 
ram. Shortly after the suit was filed 
Barnett Bros. began posting upright half 
sheets and dates which read, ‘Notice 
Lee Powell 


Zarnett Bros, Circus is the original Lone 


uppearing in person with 


Ranger who played the role of Allen 
King in the movie serial and is not con. 
nected with the radio program of Lone 
Ranger Inc. Detroit, Mich.” One date 
t » read, “Warning. Barnett Bros 
vill pay a $5000 rew to any 
persons who can prove Lee 
staring on the circus program is 
original Lone Ranger of talking 
Another read, “Lee Powell 
(in person) is the original Lone Ranger 
of talking pictures fame.” 
A series of delays set in with motions 


picture: 


and counter motions filed and as a result 

the suit would be in limbo for a couple 

of years withoutany definite ruling being 
made by the court 

Barnett at South Bend, Ind. May 24 

1 new lot at Greenlawn and Misha 

tues did capacity at night and 


Photo No. 16 - Barnett Bros. setting 
up on lot at Decatur, IIl., July 10, 1939 
Photo by Tom Parkinson 


¥ alt 7 
ee 


ilso had a big matinee. It was reported 
that Lester and Babe Hutchinson were 
handling the advertising banners on the 
show 
Several days in the Chicago suburb 
followed. Fair business came at Indiana 
Harbor, Gary, and Blue Island, Ill. A Bill 
board representative caught the show at 
Waukegan, Ill. May 31 and reported 
lent busin 1 very good p¢ 
ince, and fine looking equipmer 
aid busin had been pr 
lat At Park Rid I 
number of y ited and 
t time ot ANC 
from the U.S 
1 Awning Co. It isa 110 ft 
round with thr 40 ft. middles. A 1 
new 7 ideshow top (with probably 
20 ft. middles) went uf 
Elmwood Park, June 4, was the final 
Illinois stand and n the show played 
Michigan City, Ind. and moved into 
Michigan at Kalamazoo. The ac 
had rushed in to bill Kalamazoo 
f th heduled a 


In addition 
Lewis Bros., ¢ 
Floyd King’s Hit Parade were 
Kalamazoo Harry Chipman 
made fine hook up with a bakin 
ompan ch printed 2000 kids 
tickets \ 1 were sold at a special price 
and alsc t show a plug on it's 
radio station. While in the city 
had it that the w had pr 
young lion cub to Mayo 
Arthur L. Blakeslee, presumabl 


played an additional 
Michigan during which 
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Both sides of Barnett Bros. herald for 
stand at Monroe, Mich. Sat. June 24, 
1939. 


little or no information was published in 
the trade publications. Monroe, June 24 
was the final Michigan date and next the 
Auburn which 
Wabash 


show went into Indiana 
was followed by Warsaw 
Muncie, Kokomo, and Elwood 

Ernest Mitchell of Tipton, Ind. wrote 
in the Under the Marquee column of the 
Billboard, “Barnett Bros. Circus came 
Elwood last Saturday but did not 
at night—no business. The show left and 
took the road thru Tipton and the state 
police go after it for bad lights and made 
it tough. I tried to get matters adjusted 
as I knew the officials here but could not 
get by the state police. A warning t 
truck shows playing Indiana—see tha 
your drivers have chauffer’s 
just driver’s licenses. Have flares, flags 
and clearance lights on trucks, also tail 
lights.” 

About this time, cer 
advertise the July 4 date at Logansport 
Rogers secured the services of Richard 
Nowak, son of Mrs. Emma Nowak, an 18 
year old midget, to become a feature at- 
traction of the aftershow concert. He 


licenses—not 


tainly in time to 


Page 12 


was billed as Baron Nowak 

man on earth,” and 

inches high and v 

though Lee Powell 

billing the show in 

the publicity for 

time the 

best knowr a 
Almost a f veek of additior 

Indiana stands ca next W the f 

date at Hammon July 7. The 

Illinois at Kankak 


would remain in the te r nir 


then went into 


secutive stands. 

Tom Parkinson caught the shc 
his home town of Decatur, Ill 
and said there was a half 1 
afternoon and three-fourths at night 
Tom recalls admission prices that day 
were 25¢ to all in the afternoon and 25¢ 
and 40¢ at night 

After Decatur the show played Lin 
oln, Bloomington, Peoria, Pekin, Gales 
burg, and was at Moline, Ill. on July 17 
when Ed Hiler joined as contractir 
agent. Barnett then moved into Iowa for 
dates at Davenport, Muscatine, Burling 
ton, and Keokuk before returning tc 
Illinois July 22 at Macomb. Following a 
stand at Springfield the show played 
Alton where there was a capacity crowd 
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TOM THUMB! 18 yrs 


THE SMALLEST MAN 
LIVING ON EARTH! 


t night. Tt 
elephants 
local Sears stc 
F 1 July 26-29 the show was in St 
Louis on the Grand and La lot and 
was said to have been one of the first 


Powell and two 
appearance at the 


»rized shows to play that city. It was 
ylumbia, July d while enroute 

arly in th in ne of the 

vas crowded the highway and 

urned. The elephant, Junie, was 
ressed vice right the truck 
and pus’ e road. Fortun 
ately no serious ¢ age was done. Bay 
tt was the ircus into Moberly 
Mo. of the season and the natives were 
in high praise of it 
The August 12 
that Reno McCree 
equestrian director of Barnett Bros. per- 


1939 Billboard said 


was now acting as 


formance while Tommy Burns was in a 
Cincinnati hospital having his legs treated. 
McCree’s wife rgie, was in the per- 
formance doing a contortion act. A 
further note said that an air calliope had 
been added to the Barnett band 
Lexington, August 4, was the final 
Missouri stand and then the show headed 
into Kansas at Leavenworth. Stands at 
Topeka, Manhattan, Junction City, Sa 
lina, Hutchinson, Newton and two days 
followed. Moving south Bar 
dipped into Oklahoma at 
Ponca City, August 15, then played Enid, 
El Reno, and another 


in Wichita 
nett next 
two day stand at 
Oklahoma City. As can be seen the show 
had been playing some large cities for 
the past few weeks and had scheduled 
multi date stands for the population 
enters. A Billboard 
caught the show 


correspondent 
Oklahoma City, 
August 18-19, and wrote that the first 
night show was a turnaway and it was 
apacity the following evening. Both 
ilso well attended. The 
report said t a Haynes had 10 men in 
his band, the show had four elephants, 
the sideshow ten platform acts, and Lee 
Powell gave a pleasing aftershow using 
20 people. Baron Richard Nowak made 
the local papers when a four column full 
length picture of him was run. 

After Oklahoma City came five more 
ingle dates then the show was at Tulsa 
two days, August 26-27. Bette Leonard 

The Billboard that the Saturday 
matinee in Tulsa was half full but other 


matinees 


performances drew better. She also said 
that at Wichita, Kan. on August 13-14 
Barnett’s business was very bad as a local 
national basebgll tournament was going 
on which drew 10-12 thousand each 
night 

Additional Oklahoma stands came at 
Bartlesville, Vinita, and Miami, and then 
the show went into Missouri for a date 
it Joplin, August 31. After Carthage the 
show moved to Arkansas and played 
Rogers on September 2. While Sundaying 
yn the lot the next day at Ft. Smith, 
Ark. the news came that France and Eng- 
land had declared war on Germany and 
that World War II was now a reality 
Several shows, including Cole Bros. said 





Photo No. 17 - B. 
cage semi, on lot at Decatur, III., July 10, 
1939. Photo by Tom Parkinson. 


that immediately after the war began in 
Europe their business dropped decidedly 
We have no information as to the effect 
on the Barnett ticket wagon as news of 
the show was practically non-existent 
for the next few weeks. Two full weeks 
were played in Arkansas and then the 
show took off on a long Saturday and 
Sunday jump across Mississippi so as to 
be at Florence, Ala. in time for it’s 
scheduled Sept. 18 stand. Other Alabama 
stands came at Decatur, Cullman, Besse 
mer, Montgomery, and Lanett and then 
the show jumped across Georgia on a 
Sunday and went to Greenwood, S. ¢ 
where it exhibited on September 25 

While near York the show was cut 
down somewhat and several trucks were 
sent to quarters. The Oct. 14, 1939 Bill 
board said the show played Mooresville, 
N. C. September 30 to a light afternoon 
crowd but fair sized night house. The re 
porter noted the show had recently been 
reduced in size but said it was still a 
plenty good show but was now minus 
the aerial acts, Reno McCree was equest 
rian director and William Tumber, side- 
show manager, was doing the big show’s 
announcing plus acting as press agent 
back with the show. Texas Ted Lewis 
was presenting the aftershow which had 
Baron Nowak as an added attraction. No 
mention was made of Lee Powell as 
presumably he left when the cut back 
was made a few days earlier. Both 
Downie Bros. and Russell Bros. had 
played North Carolina but none had 
done much business. Circus business was 
pretty depressed in most areas in the fall 
of 1939, down somehwat from the 
spring and summer take 

Barnett continued throughout the 
month of October playing in the two 
Carolinas whe the territory was fa- 
miliar. On October 28 “Irish” Turnie 
ticket seller with the show from York, 
was seriously injured when he was cut by 
Leroy Cole, a local, where the show was 
playing following a dispute. County of 
ficials arrested the assailant and an 
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nounced that some local boys were in an 
argument with one of the elephant de- 
partment attaches after being asked to 
keep their dogs away from the animals 
Later Tunie was mistaken by one of the 
locals for the elephant man and attacked 
him with a knife. This was the only event 
of this nature during the entire season on 
the show. Things of this nature were 
never common on the Barnett show 


The final stand of the 1939 season 
came at Summerton, S. C. November 4 
Barnett was one of the last shows to 
close. Although business had been better 
than the previous year the show had 
made no great profits but had at least 
kept going and had been able to make 
some improvements, acquire new canvas, 
and maintain the quality of the per- 
formance. 

No action had been taken in the suit 
against Lee Powell and the show as yet 
except the court had failed to issue any 
kind of injunction prohibiting Powell 
from continuing as is. Attorneys for the 
defendants had succeeded in delaying 
further action and none would be fore- 
coming for another year. 


Shortly after Barnett returned to 
York quarters, Ed Hiler, general agent, 
succeeded in arranging for the Barnett 
elephants and camel to appear in Christ- 
mas parades in Spartanburg, Greer, 
Laurena, Clinton, and Union, S. C. Bill 
Woodcock with two assistants were in 
charge of the animals for the parades. 
Hiler had done a good job and Rogers 
engaged him for the 1940 season. 

Rogers made a deal with Orrin Daven- 
port to provide a wild west type after- 
show for the latter’s indoor circus dates, 
the first to be the Canton, Ohio Shrine 
Circus. Appearing in the aftershow was 
Baron Nowak, Lee Powell, and about 12- 
15 head of wild west stock plus several 
personnel, everything of what it took to 
provide a complete wild west show 

As 1939 came to a close Rogers told 
The Billboard that his plans for the 1940 
season were indefinite but he intimated 
his show would be about the same size as 
it was in 1937 when he had used the 
Wallace Bros. title. 





SETTING STRAIGHT THE 
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show while under the brief control of 
DeHaven and Dutton; however, this is 
unconfirmed and how the name Lehman 
got into the picture is left dangling. 
Could Lehman be a mis-print or mis- 
quote of the name DeHaven? If so, it 
will not be the only instance in which 
this report will identify a type-setter’s 
error as the cause of a phantom circus 
title. 

In 1888 and 1889 Col. George Hall 
St. and a man named Bingley were 
partners in the operation: of Col. G. W. 
Hall’s Circus & Bingley’s Menagerie. It is 
interesting to note that during this time, 
the New York Clipper made several 
references to Hall & Quigley’s Circus and 
to Hall & Ringling’s Circus. The Ringling 
brothers of Baraboo, Wisconsin, felt 
compelled to write a letter to the Clipper 
stating that they had nothing to do with 
the Hall show, and that the Clipper was 
totally in error in tieing the Ringling 
name to that of Hall. It is quite evident 
in these instances, that the names Quig- 
ley and Ringling were hitched to Hall in 
the Clipper in error, a. result of mis- 
reading a correspondent’s poor writing of 
the correct name, Bingley. 

In 1889 (August), George Hall Sr. 
formed a partnership with Sam McFlinn 
which continued through the season of 
1891. It was known as McFlinn & Hall’s 
Circus. The name McFlinn appears under 
various spellings. Curiously, (shades of 
Cole-Beatty and BeattyCole ) in 1896 
and 1897, the title reappears on George 
Hall Senior’s circus, with the name Hall 
coming first, Hall & McFlinn’s Circus. 


Examples of the proliferation of the 
Hall name, are these two heralds for Hall 
& Sample's United Wagon Shows (F. W. 
Hall) and Hall's Big Tent Shows (R.V. 
Hall). Circus World Museum Collection. 

















A RESUME OF HALL CIRCUS TITLES & PROPRIETORS 





Hall’s Circus & Menagerie 
Hall’s Circus & Menagerie 


Hall, Nathans & Tufts N.Y. Circus 
& Arena Co. 

Hall, Nathans & Tufts N.Y. Circus 
& Arena Co. 

Title unknown 

Title unknown 

Hall’s Great Western Show 


Col. G.W. Hall’s Big United 
States & Great Eastern Circus 
Col. G.W. Hall’s Big United 
States & Great Eastern Circus 
Hall & Lehman’s Circus 


Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus 
No confirming record 
Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus & 
Bingley’s Menagerie 
Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus & 
Bingley’s Menagerie 
McFlinn & Hall’s Circus 
(opened 8/31/89) 
McFlinn & Hall’s Circus 
McFlinn & Hall’s Circus 
Chas. Hall’s Circus 
Hall & Macart 


Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus 
Chas. Hall’s Circus 
Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus 
Chas. Hall's Circus 
Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus 
Chas. Hall’s Circus 
G.W. Hall Jr’s Circus 
Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus 
Hall & Showers’ Circus 
G.W. Hall Ir’s Circus 
Frank Hall’s Royal English 
Circus et al 
Hall & McFlinn’s Circus 
Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 
Hall & McFlinn’s Circus 
Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 
Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus 
Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 
Col. Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 
Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 
Col. G.W. Hall’s Circus 
Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 
Hall, Long & Eldon Circus 
Col. G. W. Hall’s Circus 
G. W. Hall & Son’s Circus 
Hall & Long's Circus 
Col. G. W. Hall’s Circus 
G.W. Hall & Son’s Circus 
Hall & Sample’s Circus 
Hall & Long’s Circus 
Hall’s Big Tent Show 
G, W. Hall’s Circus 
Hall & Sample’s Circus 
Hall & Long’s Circus 
Hall’s Big Tent Show 
Hackney & Hall Shows (circus?) 
F, W. Hall’s United Wagon Shows 
Hall & Long’s Circus 
Hall’s Big Tent Show 
Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 
Wm. P, Hall Shows 


(S.J. Hall) 
(J. J. Hall) (Toured West Indies; title 
not confirmed) 


(J. J. Hall, John Nathans & Tufts) 


G. J. Hall, John Nathans & Tufts) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Proprietor undetermined; maybe 
Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 


(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 


(Geo. W. Hall Sr. & Geo. DeHaven) 
(Prop. undetermined; maybe should 
be Hall & DeHaven’s Circus) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 


(Geo. W. Hall Sr. & Bingley) 


(Geo. W. Hall Sr. & Bingley) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr. & Sam McFlinn) 
(or MacFlinn) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr. & Sam McFlinn) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr. & Sam McFlinn) 

(Charles S. Hall) 

(Probably in Geo. Hall family, but 
unconfirmed) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Charles S. Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Charles S. Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Charles S, Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Geo, W. Hall Sr.) 

(Charles S. Hall & Andy Showers) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Frank Hall, not Frank E. Hall) 
(Chicago indoor) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Fred C. Hall, F. Long, H. Eldon) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Fred C. Hall & Frank Long) 

(Geo. W. Hall Sr.) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(F. W. Hall & G. C. Sample) 

(Fred C. Hall & Frank Long) 

(R. V. Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(F. W. Hall & G. C. Sample) 

(Fred C. Hall & Frank Long) 

(R. V. Hall) 

(Proprietors unidentified) 

(F. W. Hall) 

(Fred C, Hall & Frank Long) 

(R. V. Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(William P. Hall) 





1905 F.W. Hall’s United Wagon Shows (F. W. Hall) 


1905 Hall’s Big Tent Show 
1906 Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 


1906 F.W. Hall’s United We 


1906 Hall’s Big Tent Show 
1907 Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 


1907 F.W. Hall’s United We 


1908 Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 


1908 F.W. Hall’s United We 


1909 Geo. W. Hall’s Circus 


(R. V. Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 
agon Shows (F. W. Hall) 

(R. V. Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 
agon Shows (F. W. Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 
agon Shows (F. W. Hall) 

(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 


1910 Tiger Bill’s WW & Col. G. W (M. S. Bodkin & maybe Geo. W 


Hall’s Tr. An. Show 


Hall Sr.) 


1911 Geo. W. Hall Jr. Circus (Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 


1912 Geo. W. Hall Jr. Circus 
1912 Hall & Miller Overland Shows 
1913 Wintermute Bros. & Hall’s Circus 


1914 Wintermute Bros. & I 
1915 Wintermute Bros. & I 
1916 Wintermute Bros. & I 
1917 Wintermute Bros. & I 


1918 Wintermute Bros. & I 


1919 Col. Geo. W. Hall Shows (Wm 
1920 Col. Geo. W. Hall Shows 


1923 Hall Bros, Circus 


1924 Hall Bros. Circus 


192?- 


1940's 


Hall’s Trained Animal Circus 


(Geo. W. Hall Jr.) 

(Proprietor undertermined) 

(Harry Wintermute & Fr 
Hall) 

(Harry Wintermute & Fr 
Hall) 

(Harry Wintermute & Fr 
Hall) 

(Harry Wintermute & Fr 
Hall) 

(Harry Wintermute & Frank E 
Hall) 

(Harry Wintermute & Frank I 
Hall) 

“Low Grass” Campbell) 


fall’s Circus 
lall’s Circus 
fall’s Circus 
fall’s Circus 
fall’s Circus 
(Wm. “Low Grass” Campbell) 
(Frank E. Hall & Charles 
Russell Hall) 
(Frank E. Hall & Charles Russell 


Russell Hall) 


(Charles Russell Hall) 


OTHER HALL & RELATED TITLES 


1927 
1937 Vanderburg Bros. 
1889 Hall & O’Brien Show 


1914 
1928 H.A. Bruce Circus 


1888 Hall & Ringling 


1888 Hall & Quigley 


(Frank E. Hall) 
(Prop. undertermined; no details 


Circus 
known) 


(Prop. Howard Bruce, son-in-law of 
Geo. W. Hall Jr. by dtr. Grace) 
(An erroneous misprint of Hall 
& Bingley) 
(An erroneous misprint of Hall 
& Bingley) 


WHO’S WHO AMONG THE HALLS 


George W. Hall Sr 
George W. Hall Jr 


Charles S. Hall 
Charles Russell Hall 


Frank E. Hall 
nk Hall (1895) 


Fred C. Hall 
R. V. Hall 


F. W. Hall 
William P. Hall 


J. J. Hall 
William Campbell 


H. A. Bruce 


(Col.”) (“Popcorn”) of Evansville, Wisconsin 

(1836-1918) 

(Son of George W. Hall Sr.) (c. 1856-1930) 

(Son of George W. Hall Sr.) 

(Son of George W. Hall Jr.) 

(Son of George W. Hall Jr.) 

(of Chicago, IIl., different person from 
Frank. E. Hall) 

(of Elkhart and Muncie, Indiana) 

(of Fond du Lac, Wis., no apparent relation 
to Evansville Halls) 

(of lowa and Kansas; no other background 
known) 

(“Col.”’) (“Diamond Billy”) (of Lancaster, 
Missouri) (1864-1932) 

(of Westchester or Putnam County, N. Y.) 

(“Low Grass”) (Son-in-law of George W- Hall Sr 
married his daughter Mabel) 

(Son-in-law of George W. Hall Jr., married his 
daughter Grace) 
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These two heralds for Col. G. W. 
Hall’s Shows (1884) and Geo. W. Hall's 
Shows (1905) illustrate the close simi- 
larity in the titles of two different 
circuses. Both heralds are in the col- 
lection of the Circus World Museum, 
Baraboo, Wis. 


One can therefore identify the years of 
this title by observing whether the name 
Hall comes first or second in the title. 

In 1892, the New York Clipper made 
a fleeting reference to a Hall & Macart 
Circus. The writer has not been able to 
uncover confirming evidence to the ident- 
ity of its proprietors, nor even to the 
fact that it even truly got off the ground 
On the other hand, over the subsequent 
years, the name Macart appears in the 
capacities of both employee and family 
relative to the Halls of Evansville, Wis- 
consin, so one is inclined to tie them to 
the Hall & Macart thing of 1892, what- 
ever it was or was not 

In 1910, there were two units of 
Tiger Bill’s Wild West on the road. The 
full title of the second unit was Tiger 
Bill’s Wild West & Col. G. W. Hall's 
Trained Animal Show. The Billboard 
identifies its manager as one M. S 
Bodkin. To what extent Col. George Hall 
Sr. was involved is unclear. He had not 
had a show on the road since 1902. The 
Hall title was there, however, so to that 
extent it qualifies for mention here. 

In 1891, Charles S. Hall was the first 
of Col. George’s sons to take out his own 
circus. It was an overland wagon show 
under the title Charles Hall’s Circus. This 
show operated through 1895. In that last 
season of 1895 it was known as Hall & 
Showers’ Circus through a partnership 
with Andy Showers who had performing 
dogs, ponies and monkeys. 

George W. Hall Junior, (c. 1856-1930) 





George W. Hall, Jr. is pictured making 
a side show opening around 1895. Circus 
World Museum Collection 


another of the sons of Col 

Hall Senior, commen 

1894. Prior to that h 

circus sideshow which some 

ited independently and 

teamed up with another circus as as 
show, as with Gollmar Bros. Circt 
1893. At the start, used th 
title G. W. Hall, Jr’s Circus. As a result, in 
the seasons of 1894 and 1895, there 
were three different circuses on the road 


this show 


simultaneously, each bearing the Hall 
name and managed by a father and his 
two sons 


G. W. Hall, 


overland wagon show 


Jr’s. Circus was always an 
In 1894 it moved 
on 7 wagons with 18 horses. In 1895 it 
grew to 12 wagons, 2 elephants, 2 camels 
4 wild animal cages and 

formers. George W. Hall Junior o 

this circus continuously through 1903 
In 1904 he spent 7 weeks with his show 
on the Myers and Eller Carnival; then 16 
weeks performing on the Van Amburg 
Circus, (Mugivan and Bowers propriet 
the beginning of the team that became 
the American Circus Corporation.) In 
1905, George, Jr 


with 17 wagons, but this show 


was back on the road 
closed 
after only 3 weeks, when the band quit 
He took his show back to winter quarters 
t Evansville, Wisconsin, for a week to 
eorganize; then, resumed the road with 
) wagons and music by a bandorg and 
a trap drummer. He continued with a 
similar wagon show through 1912 

Over the years, the title of the circus 
of George W. Hall Junior, appeared as G 
W. Hall Jr’s Circus, Geo. W. Hall Jr. 
Circus, G. W. Hall’s Circus, Geo. W. Hall’s 
Circus or G. W. Hall & Son’s Circus. 
When, often at the same time, other 
circuses were operating under the titles 
of Col. G. W. Hall’s Circus, Col. Geo. W. 
Hall’s Circus, Hall & Bingley’s Circus, 
Hall & McFlinn’s Circus or McFlinn & 
Hall’s Circus, plus Charles Hall’s Circus 
or Hall & Showers’ Circus, one begins to 
appreciate the utter dismay that can be 
experienced now, in trying to keep them 
straight...not to mention 
volving Halls other than the Halls of 
Evansville, Wisconsin. In fact, few people 
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William P. Hall, not related to the 
other Halls, toured a circus in 1905. This 
is the cover of a four page two color 
herald used by the Great Wm. P. Hall 
Shows. Pfening Collection. 


have realized 
that these titles represent three different 
circuses that were, at times, on the road 


even among circus buffs, 


simultaneously. 


This is the midway of the Geo. W 


Hall's Circus, operated by G. W. Hall, Jr., 
taken around 1909. Pfening Collection. 


however, the clarifying 
answer that es is rather simple 
Between 1886 ind 1902, the title of the 
circus of George W. Hall Senior was 
always teamed with the additional words 

‘olonel (abbreviated to “Col.”’), Bing 

or McFlinn. If none of these three 
words appears with the name of G. W. or 
Geo. W. Hall, then the title is that of the 
ircus of George W. Hall Junior 

Frank E. Hall (1883-1937) was a son 
of George W. Hall Jr. He was the “Son” 
of the G. W. Hall & Son’s Circus. When 
George Hall Junior closed his circus at 
the end of the season of 1912, Frank E 
Hall took that 
partnership with 
Harry Wintermute, and launched the 
Wintermute ys. & 
1913. A mud show, 
1918 


There we two 


formed a 
Wisconsinite 


equipment 
mother 


Hall’s Circus in 
it operated through 

showmen named 
William Campbell. They were nick-named 
“High Grass” and “Low Grass” to try to 
keep them straight, but even then, some 
confusion persisted as to 


which. William P. “High Grass” Campbell 
of Drummond, Oklahoma, was a cousin 


which was 


to the original Campbell brothers of the 
big Campbell Bros. Circus. William ““Low 
Campbell was a son-in-law of Col. 
George W. Hall Senior, having married 
his daughter Mabel 

In 1919, William 
bell launched a two car railroad show 
under the title of Col. Geo. W. Hall Cir- 
cus. It is significant that the possessive 
apostrophe-S was dropped from the Hall 
name in the title for this 1919-1920 
show, whe 


Grass” 


“Low Grass” Camp- 


as it had always been used 
in the Colonel's title as long as he was 
alive. Col. George W. Hall Senior had 
died in 1918, so the show was no longer 
“his” in the truest sense; therefore, 
although it bore the title of Col. Geo. W. 
Hall, its printed materials no longer in- 
cluded the apostrophe-S. It is by this 
clue that the Col. Geo. W. Hall Show of 
1919-1920 can be recognized apart from 
the original Col. Geo. W. Hall’s Circus. 
Some references exist to the start of this 
show as being 1918, but this is wrong. 
Frank E. Hall was with this show of 
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and G. C. Sample were responsible 
for Hall & Sample’s Circus. In 1904 
igh 1908, it was F. W. Hall’s United 
Shows, Sample apparently having 

the picture 
Fond du Lac, Wiscon 
rated Hall's Big Tent Show 1902 
1906. It was an overland wagon show 


Although its title may have su 
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operated through 1921. Subsequently t was thus that the season of 1902 
this same “Low Grass” Campbell becam Howard and Grace Bruce, has been v saw five circuses on the road with the 
involved with th 4 ll, Bailey & helpful to the Circus World Museum ir F of Hall in their titles; Col. G. W 
Hutchinson Circus (1922), \ re he providing information and materials of Hall’s Circus, G. W. Hall & Son’s Circus. 
briefly rtner with William P. the Evansville Hall cir Hall & Sample’s Circus, Hall & Long's 
Grass” Campbell Thus was the circus dynasty of th Circus and Hall’s Big Tent Show. That 
In 1923 and 1924 ink Halls of Evansville, Wisconisn r (1902) was the last tour for Col. G. W 
teamed up with re r s vainder of this report will cover the Hall’s Circus, however, so 1903 saw only 
Russell Hall (again, both sor people and show 1ed Hall who w the other four shows oni the road. Actu 
W. Hall Junior,) in the « ation not connected with the Evansville Hall ally n 1903, Hackney & Hall Tent 
Bros. Circus. They separat f h Stuart Thayer advises that J. J. Hall Show appeared, making again, a fifth 
end o 1924 season, and each wer probably of Westchester County, New Ww V nce ay not 
his own way York, operated Hall’s Circus & Menagerie ave been o ‘anita’ chicas featnal 
Frank E. Hall founded thn Vand in 1837. He took this show for a tour of perhaps we shouldn't count it as a fifth 
burg Bros. Circus in 1927 and oper the West Indies in 1838, probably und all ci of 1903 
it until his death in 1937 the same title. In 1839 and 1840 I er the Bandwagon are suf 
Charles Russell Hall operated Hall aligned himself with ath I ficiently informed on William Preston 
Trained Animal Circus ir ittent nent New England s! nt r al nl Missouri (1864-1932) 
into the 1940's, So r t appearec Hall, Nathans & Tufts rk u he only circus which bore his name in 
is a conventional tent circus, but t & Arena ( ny ts tit hic cern in this re 
times it appeared a ts playing fa the wint 1890, unident port,) v P. Hall Shows of 
ind celebrations fied persons produced Hall & O’Bri 190 ther is varied ventures 
Howard Bru wa e son-in-law of Show. It was apparently an indoor-st William P. Hall may have had a finger in 
George W. Hall Junior, t na show, and may have t more of a ircus enterprises than any othe 
his daughter Gra pera vaudeville ty yper than a mn nerican r the full account of 
Bruce Circu : 92 rcus. he r r e career of William Preston 
Bruce of Evansvill a son ¢ no all (no nk jlonel”™ or * 1ond Billy’? Hall, the 
Hall,) unrelate th vansvi ider referre ) the excellent article 
This is the cover of a courier for Hall Wisconsin, of 
Bros. Circus of 1923, its proprietors water sh n Ch 36 r th This is the back cover of a four page 
being Frank E. Hall and Charles Russell title ¢ ur s Roy n 1 herald used by the Vanderburg Bros. 
Hall. Circus World Museum Collection. & Germa t rniv r Shows in 1937. Pfening Collection 
siderabl ture as ar 1 n show 
including s stalwart riders as Willia 
DeM eer 1 velan 
Rose Dockrill and R 1 (eques — 
AMUSEMENT) W| trian dis : 
ORGANIZATION f Fred alts wal: ead poe BROS. 


Hall & Long’s Circus from 1900 through SHow Ss 
1904, with third partn r | dor NEW FEATURES =~ 25th ANNUAL TOUR - 20th CENTURY WONDERS 
also being involved f T “J 











f 1900. In 1901, the 
rs comprised ba 


ge 
ion sleeper-diner. The 
round top with two 
foot middle The ¢ 
included singl 





horizontal bars, acr ts, tumblin 





ised lodiioncd Foe 

THE CHIMPANZEE 

| Seat in in react concert featuring a travelog with picture 

: ' It ed cities for 3 to 6 day stands 

ONE BIG NIGHT SHOW ONLY md y | se ogre 

Q ONT amy This show was Elkh and 
TREE Show st 7:90 p Muncie, Indiana 


ro Witt Exner AT F. W. Hall was from Springs 
Iowa and/or Kansas. In and 1903 


tortion, clown, slack wire, ladd 


Statues and perform dogs, plus a 














WAIT - COMING SOON - WAIT 


25™ ANNUAL TOUR 


in the November-December 1966 Band 
wagon by Fred D. Pfening III, as well a 
to the recent series of articles in the 
Bandwagon, by Parkinson 
upon the William P. Hall papers now at 
the Circus World Museum in Baraboo 
Wisconsin 

The Hall & Miller ¢ and Shows 
appeared in 1912. The fact that this out 
fit comes to light in Wiscc 
the possibility that it may ha 
tied to one of the Halls of Evans 
ville or F¢ du Lac, Wisconsin, but the 
confirmed identity of it 


based 


nsin suggests 
been 


proprietors 
remains a mystery 

The writer would not wish to close 
Halls 
1 tip-of-the-hat to our Friend John 
Hall, currently General Manager of the 
Hoxie Bros 


We have a word of warnin; 


this report on Circu without 


giving 


Circus 

to the 
reader. Throughout this report, we give 
tips on how to differentiate one Hall 
show 
ire based 


ferences 


from another. Usually, these tips 


upon the most finite dif 
in titles, such as the use or non 
of nick-names, initials or the abs 
4 presence of an 
leads are 
printings or letterings firmly 


by the 


ipostrophe. The 
dependable in the instances of 
ontrolled 
peopl as in the case of 
themselves painted 
heads or ilds they had 
mats and cuts they furnished for news 
paper 


when you 


show 
letter 
printed or 
advertising. On the other hand 
encounte independent 
reference such try in the Bill 
board or New York Clipper 


newspaper 


or perhaps a 
advertisement with no title 
bearing cut, the car ss or ignorance 
of a local typeset result in 
liable printings of title versions. 
There is another source ‘onfusion 

th mentioning here. The phra ‘hall 
show” is comm used to express two 
different meanin On th hand, a 
Hall show (capitalized,) r » any of 
the cir Hall in its 
title, usually one of the shows of the 
Halls of Evansville, Wisconsin. On the 
other hand capitalized) 


that plays in 


es bearing the name 


“hall show” (not 


refers to a type of show 


This Riverside Company 
litho was used by the early Vanderburg 


Bros. show in 1928. Pfening Collection 


Printing 


door halls, such as Ringling Bros. Classic 
& Comic Concert Company. In_ the 
speaking of the term, one fails to com 
municate as to whether it is or is not 
ipitalized, and can leave the 
thinking other 


listener 
something 
speaker intended 


than the 
Finally, we quote the oft-repeated 
words of Old Yankee Robinson, ‘*Make 
Way For The Stand Down 
The Hall!” 


Boss Show 


RAR N Att ttt t tt ttt tt ttt ttt ttt tte 


3 
Reader’s ; 
Comments 


peeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeceeoees 
Sparks Circus, Season of 1947 


The story of the 1947 Sparks Circus 
Bradbury which was pub 
Jan-Feb and Mar-Apr 1970 
Bandwagon stated that after the show 
closed at Tacoma, Wash. on September 7 
Wash., Pete 


sideshow, was 


by Joseph 1 
lished in the 


ind was stored in Renton 
Kortes, who owned the 
awarded by the court the show’s six flat 
cars aS payment on the debt owed him 
At the time the author did not know 
what disposition Kortes made of the flat 
cars as several inquiries on the matter 
directed to him 
When 
“Red” 


personally 


were not answered 
apprised of this situation ( A 
Sonnenberg said that he was 
icquainted with Kortes and 
that he would get this information and 
forward it to the author. In time Red 
did talk to Kortes and learned the fate of 
the six flat cars. According to Kortes he 
was awarded the flat cars by the court 
but that Barney Gerety also had a mort 
age on two of them and it was directed 
that he would have to pay Gerety out of 
Kortes said 
he sold them to a dealer in Seattle who 
ut them up 


the receipts from their sale 


and disposed of them as 


scrap 


Kortes, at the time he talked with 
Red, also ¢ 


viously 


ime forth with another pre: 
unpublished (and unconfirmed) 
item of interest concerning the demise of 
the 1947 Sparks show. Kortes said that 
Johnny Denton owner of the Denton 
Shows (carnival) was interested in ob: 
taining the Sparks property and shortly 
before it folded gave a $1,000.00 down 
payment to James Edgar, the show's 
owner, but almost immediately creditors 
closed in forcing the show to cease 
operation. As a result Denton’s money 
was lost in the shuffle and he ended up 
with nothing but “* 
however 
that “he 
and lost.”” 

Unfortunately Red 
shortly after obtair 


experience.” Denton 
took it philosophically saying 


had shot craps with his grand 


Sonnenberg 
this information 
for Bandwagon departed this life for the 
old showmen’s heaven. 


Barnett Bros. Circus 


William W Ohio 
brings to our attention that some of the 
photos in the Ray W. Rogers Shows 
urticle in the Sept-Oct 1974 Bandwagon 


Farmer of Eaton 


ire incorrectly dated. He points out that 
Photo No 2 was dated 1935 
but that the Chevrolet tractors pictured 
ire both 1937 


compared with the 1935 model in Photo 


models. These can be 


18 on the opposite page. Also on page 


14, photo no, 19 pictures a 1937 model 
Chevrolet despite the photo being dated 
1935. This compared 
1935 model in photo 20. Mr 


Farmer’s observations are obviously cor 


vehicle can be 
with the 


rect which means the photos in question 
should be dated at least 1937 or later 
Since the Wallace Bros. title was used by 
in 1937 in all probability these 
photos were taken in 1938 when he 
igain used the Barnett Bros. title. We 
regret this error in dating the photos but 


Roger 


it was purely unintentional as 1935 was 
William 
original photographer. Evi 


the date put on the set by 
Koford the 
dently somehow these particular photos 
were dated incorrectly and the author 
ind editor did not catch it in time. Since 
the Bandwagon is an historical journal 
iccuracy is our by-word and we contin 
ually 


urged when they spot an error to let us 


strive for it. Readers are always 


know so that it can be corrected in a 


subsequent issue 


WANTED 


CIRCUS POSTERS, 
TICKETS, 
LETTERHEADS, ETC. 


will pay top value 
and provide good home, 


RONALD G. GORE 
P.O. Box 5161 
Jacksonville, Fla. 32207 





THREE SHEET 


I think the time has come to pay 
proper tribute to that most famous of all 
sizes of show bill: the three sheet. Three 
sheets have been immortalized in slang, 
humor, and ballad. They have been the 
great utility bill which always seems to 
fit on the end of a daub or large window 
hit. They can be posted in a fairly small 
space and yet can be read for a block 
They are big enough to date a daub but 
fold small enough to fit into the hod of a 
lithographer 

The three sheet is truly the boy 
wonder of the family of posting paper 
Its illegitimate half-brother the two sheet 
is really only worthy of minstrel show 
“snipes” and cannot be called a true 
posting paper. Notice I refrain from 
using the term “multiple sheet’ as I 
never once heard the term used on a bill 
car. The correct term to any billposter is 
simply “posting paper.” 

The slang expression “three sheeting” 
refers to bragging on one’s self. The use 
originated on small “hall shows” who 
after a year or two of billing with small 
window lithos or handbills, would finally 
open one season with three sheets as a 
way of announcing that they were now 
in the big time: 

Most of the humor of the three sheet 
had to do with the fact that the bill 
neatly fitted the side of an outhouse 


By Dave Price 


being just three and one half by seven 
feet. Every bill poster will tell you of 
the time he posted an outhouse with 
three sheets only to discover that he had 
sealed some old lady up inside. I would 
be the last one to discredit these stories 

Old timers who were on one of the 
Ringling-Barnum cars years back will tell 
the story of the feud between the billers 
and that star of the show, Miss Lillian 
Leitzel. The tale goes that the boys put 
so many of her three sheets on out 
houses that they started calling her “Out 
house Lil” or some approximation there 
of. Word finally got back to the show of 
this gag and Miss Leitzel, seeing no 
humor in the situation, is said to have 
gone to Mr. John Ringling and raised so 
much hell that he wired the printing 
house to stop printing three sheets 
showing the dainty Miss. So the billers 
had no more chance to plaster her on the 
little buildings out back 

Perhaps no one can vouch for the 
above but we do know that a “Bill 
posters’ Ballad of Outhouse Lil” survives 
I saved Fred some editing time by 
writing it this way but if you’ve ever 
heard a billposter talk. . .well what more 
can I say? Here goes 

Down along the railroad 

Upon an outhouse door, 

You'll find a three sheet standing 


Where it never stood before 

And to all the towners passing by 
It’s just another bill 

But to those of us up on the car 
It’s good old “Outhouse Lil.” 

Now that bill of Lil’s we posted on 
Every outhouse we could find 

And when Lil found out about it 
She almost lost her mind. 

And then when Mr. Ringling 
Found out it made her sore 

He changed our paper order 

And that three sheet we saw no more. 
Now whenever I post an outhouse, 
I always put one on the door 

In memory of that bill of Lil’s 
Phat I shall post no more 

Her name was Lillian Leitzel 

And she gave ‘em all a thrill 

But to those of us up on the car 
She was plain old “Outhouse Lil.” 
A selection of Strobridge three sheet 


bills are shown here, including the Leitzel 
posters. All of these are from the Harold 
Dunn Collection 


The Ringling lady on horseback is 


1914, the Miss Leitzel and the giraffe 


is 1916, the Barnum & Bailey por 


trait bill, clown and polar bear and Ring 
ling lady on trapeze are all 1917, the 
Ringling Barnum clown & polar bear is 
1922, the Dainty Miss Leitzel and Theol 


Nelson posters are from the 1923 season 


The litho photos are now part of the Harold Dunn Collection. 


Sy 
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1974 THE CIRCUS YEAR IN REVIEW 


The question uppern 
mind at the beginnin 
will the energy crisis allow us e 
to operate. A scramble developed 
shows sought to buy gas tanker truck 
1 means of keeping their rolling equip: 
ment filled with fuel. As it turned out 
these units weren’t really needed, but 
those shows that had them found they 
ould save money by buying their gas 
supplies in bulk form 

One of the first shows out was the 
Cole All Star TV Circus, which plays the 

stern states each winter as a fund 

project for schools and various 

organizations. Just before the openin 
date, owner James M. Cole said e'l! 


tour as long as we can get gasolin 
can’t find out anything and the whol¢ 
thing is a mess.” The tour was completed 
with almost no problems and was rather 
successful too 

Despite the problems that seemed to 
confront show business in general ther 
were many who were eager to get their 
new show on the road. As a result 1974 
saw several new titles for the first time 

By mid-January, Charl Moy in 
nounced he was taking his new Charles 
Bros. Circus on tour and would be out 
from April to September. The B 


Daily Circus, formerly Lewis Br 


set to open and just waiting fo 
weather. King Bros., Sell 
Beatty-Cole and Fisher Bros. an. 
nounced they would be opening early 
ind planned long tours 

Then the 104th edition of Ringling 
Barnum (Blue Unit) was launched at 
Venice, Fla. and after a couple of 
moved into St. Petersburg, wher 
annual TV show filming was carr 
Host for the “Highlights of th 
program was Flip Wilson, and th 
featured Michu, the 33 in. midg 
Hungary and Samel Mixed Animal 
Act from East Germany 

In e meantime, Mattel, In 
tinued to be troubled with financial 
problems and announced they had sold 
some of their subsidiaries in order to 
gain quick cash to meet an interest pay 
ment with the Wells Fargo Bank. Rumors 


The Roberts Bros. Circus, new big 
top is shown on the Duluth, Ga. lot on 
April 22, 1974. Joe Bradbury Photo 


By Don Marcks 


Present. 
World's Foremost Circu 
BUCKEY STEEL 
ELEPHANT RIDING PUMA 
Daring Marve f High Trapeze 
The FLYING AZTECAS 


CONINOS jeans 


MINIATURE LIPIZZANS 


Beautiful Equine Liberty Drills 


Forrest Freeland designed the news 
paper ads for the Charles Seldman Conti 
nental 3 Ring Circus. The fine indoor 
show closed shortly after opening in 
Florida. 
concerning a proposed sale of the Rin 
ling-Barnum Circus were running wild 
but it was finally narrowed down to the 
fact that a Gulf Oil Corp. subsidiary wa 
the prospective buyer 

By late January Voorheis E 
making its annual Jan/Feb tc 
an. Circus Vargas had opened in T 


ind it was reported that Circus Williams 
was up for sal 

An announcement that Garden Bro: 
would oper season in Altoona, Pa., 
ind was going to play son 
had traditionally b those of Clyde 
Bros. Circus, ga to rumors that Ian 
Howard Suesz 
Show. This rumor was quickly denied by 
both parties and nothin 
heard about that rumor 


Garden was buying the 
further was 


Ringling-Barnum’s Red Unit was 
launched for the season at Veni ind 
featured Gunther Gebel-Williams, alon, 
with some of the big show sulars 
George Hubler had his International 
Circus at M rt, Okla., and the Happy 
time Cir having troubles in 
California 

Caught up in a Congressional investi 

ition into oil company profits Gulf Oil 
Corp. admitted they were preparing to 
buy the Ringling-Barnum Circus and 
Circus World Park in Florida, Then 
bowing to pressure the company’s board 


directo ejected the planned 


In February Cir Vargas was takin 


it ver in Texa 


while Fisher Bros. was preparing to open 
They planned a long tour with all date 
100% sponsored. The show’s big top 
would be a 70 ft. round er o 40) 


{t onter 
people 
The long awaited Circus World Park 
in Florida, was finally opened to th 
public amid a flurry of advertising and 


capable of seatin 200 


publicity. Those who were there openin 


1id the W “fabulous” and 

t it would some day equal Disneyland 

ther such attractio But it wa 
destined to nc rand 

mained just a had n 1 

preview park for what might 

While this was going on in Florida 

annual Caltech Circus was in progress 

idena, Calif. The 

ind drew some 4,190 people 


how played two 


Cliff Vargus changed the Miller 
Johnson title to Circus Vargus for the 
1974 tour that took the show across the 
country twice. This photo of some of 
the spec wagons was taken in February 
in Tampa, Fla. Pfening Photo 





King Bros. Circus moved into Texas len one they a ettin, ) The Lewis Bros. Circus, number two 
for a May tour. This lot scene was taken and th ier followec 1 simila unit of Hoxie Tucker, hosted the CFA 
in Fredericksburg, Texas on May 2, 1974. tatement convention in Springfield, Ohio, in June. 
Leroy Sweetland Photo. s tim 1 5. ying Bobby Gibbs elephant ride and the big 

1 Shrine dates with a str top are shown on the Springfield lot. 
1 full house f 1 ark & Hood sh« Pfening Photo 
performar E ** was renamed “All Star 
Hannefor¢ r was of the top Mattel people were named in 


which w 


the suits, which sought some $40 million 
Am ould ¢ y| ashi or r I ve fromer st K in refunds. 

DA ti 1 tt V hold file series of suit ninst During a performance at Miami, Fla., 
f Matt 1 npar erialist Jacqueline Zerbini fell from her 
Capital Cer fter negotiatior I had falsified reports so st swt tr and suffered an injured heel and 
down betw for t purchase of yroken tail bone. Texas was getting over- 
Show crowded with shows, all seeking to play 
The big opposition date of 1974 was the same spots. Other shows announced 
i in Washington, D.C., when Ringling their intention of going into the state 
John Daveny t Barnum and Circus America clashed. ind it was said there were so many show 
Ben Davenport This old style “rat sheet” ad was used by agents in Texas that they would hold a 

small show, but generally goo vers Circus America. convention soon. 
said, and its big top was a 60 x 120 ft In late March, Paul Kaye had his 
Circus America program set and an 


Perhaps the bi 


came when Schlitz ca off the annua | nounced that some of the top names in 
July 4th par \ I —— =-capita show business would be with the circus 


aneray ‘ceisis' wa This included Emmett Kelly, Karl Wal 
might not be enougt I 1 the | lenda, Gene Randow, etc., and even some 


horses to and from Milwauk “. ... this battle in the great circus European stars were to be included. That 


ule. However, Schlitz said they f . war finds Ringling Brothers Barnum and 

the parade could t tinued in 1975 Bailey the loser, and Circus America on ling-Barnum that they'd have Congress: 
rhe Fleckl 1 ayed its usua top of the heap.” a men and Senators a wns and elephant 

Shrine date t t Roy Meacham, WITG-TV riders on their opening night, while 

George Hannef mm ir nec LAST FIVE DAYS Senator Hubert Humphrey would be the 

and his a als t Honorary Ringmaster 

phants and th ; 0 TODAY AT 1 AND 7P.M. By the time the month drew to 
Suits and countersuits w f n TOMORROW (THURSDAY) AT 1 AND 7 P.M. lose Hubert Castle was making 


Washingtor t nglir eighth appearance in Portland, Ore 


Jarnun t t t eeF U ood business and Hamid-Morton was 
r fre )peratin, new drawing big crowds, at Topeka and 
apers carr arg for Kansas City. It was at Topeka (Mar. 1) 
t s ndin 1 of those ol that an elephant bolted during the show 

| BMERICE ind darted into a section of seats filled 

| with children. Several injuries occured 

ore the el could be led back 


phant 
NOW THRU SUN. APRIL 21 


SEATS AVAILABLE AS LATE AS SHOWTIME t r y April that Charles 
PERFORMANCES: SA7 M300 P.M and & 1 nnounced he opening his 
FR 6-19) 1.7 P al Circus Fort Lauderdale 

TICKET PRICES: $4.50, $5.50, $650. JUNIOR DISCOUNT PRICES 
Hippodro \ r ¢ 4 e er tick Fla. and would then move north along 
uly Mar a teas the coast before moving inland 
ALL 350 900 
vould t t GROUP RATES AVAILABLE! Cat 330-1500. Meanwhile in Washington both 
I TICKETS ON SALE H N € Ringling-Barnun and Circus America 
y ting for the public’s and 


through a series of pro 


eport was followed by one from Ring 


Bale Buck ireus « t CHARGE TICKETS By PHONE: 22810 I.t09 motional stunts. RBBB stars, clowns and 


yur in Ohic nc 1 ast uson a ver Feld were spea : to local 

well underwa 1 Hartma 7 ve v t performing for the press 

iling the cat act 2 I fe verchants special ticket 
AMERICA IS NOT IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH RINGLING BRCS . 

BARNUM & BAILEY CIRCUS. WHICH WILL APPEAR ELSEWHERE S nerica was offering an 

an look at e of their stars and 

Washingt t said that Circus 

Dest with its presen 
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The Big John Strong Circus made its 
annual tour of the midwest again in 
1974. This photo was taken during a 
July 4th stand in Columbus, Ohio. 
Pfening Photo. 


tation of the Albarracino Duo who per 
formed while suspended from a con 
struction crane 

Sells & Gray was rolling along under 


the guidance of its manager Wilson 


Storey, offering a good show. They 
elected to stay in the East, to keep 
jumps to a minimum, because of the 


ene crisis. 

A circus featuring new talent and 
sponsored by the Lions Club was an- 
nounced in Pennsylvania, with an 
opening date at Allentown. The show got 
underway late in the year and was called 
a big success. 

Tragedy struck Bill Brickle’s poodle 
act when his truck and camper were des- 
troyed by a flash fire near Evergreen, 
Ala. Four dogs died and all the costumes 
cages and personal items were lost. Bill 
and his partner barely escaped without 
being burned 

Polack Bros. was now featuring a new 
opening number, instead of Baron Von 
Uhl’s lions they had Lilli Kristensen’s 
leopards. Hubert Castle was playing to 
good business in Ohio, King Bros. was 
doing OK under manager Harry Rawls 
and it was announced the show was 
heading west. Meanwhile Fisher Bros 
were fighting rain and mud in Texas 

Then came news that Robert Earl 
would take out Roberts Bros. Circus, 
opening in Georgia. They would use a 60 
ft. round end top with three 30 ft. center 
pieces. Seating would be available for 
1,100 people 

Lewis Bros., the No. 2 unit of Hoxie 
Tucker, was operating under its manager 
John Lewis and featured Bobby Gibb’s 
animals and the Zerbinis. The show be- 
came the CFA Convention circus and 
made an instant hit with everyone. 

Perhaps because of previous sale re- 
ports, rumors started that the Beatty-Cole 
This was quickly 
denied by the show owners, but all year 


Circus was for sale. 


lor reports would pop up that some 
firm or individual was dickering for the 
show and the reason the deal fell through 
was that the asking price was too high. 
The show’s owners just ignored most of 
these rumors and as of this moment no 
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official word has come down concerning 
even the latest of the rumors. 

Late in April the Wallace & Rogers 
Circus announced they would go int 
Alaska after playing several Canadian 
dates. This gave rise to rumors that De 
Wayne Bros. wouldn’t make their annual 
trek to the far north, but the rumors 
weren't based on fact and so Alaska saw 
two circuses in 1974 

Bale’s Buckeye Circus wound up its 
successful tour and new records were 
being established by RBBB at most of 
its stands. The Russell-Johnson Circus 
was scheduled to open, but didn’t make 
it. They tried again two weeks later and 
after a few days folded for good 


Ringling-Barnum’s arrival in Wash- 
ington, DC was greeted by rain. Then on 
April 6th, while performing with Circus 
America, Dolly Nock fell from a trapeze 
but suffered only minor injuries. Dailey 
Bros. suffered a blowdown at Dallas on 
April 10th and Howard Suesz was busy 
putting shows together for some dates in 
Florida. Carson & Barnes had some late 
shows when the canvas truck developed 
troubles and had to be towed in a few 
times. 

Beatty-Cole’s scheduled opening at 
Commack, L.l1. 
cause of a hockey play-off game, which 


in April, was delayed be- 
cost the show three days. The circus was 


The giant Carson & Barnes Circus 
had an early opening in Texas. This big 
top interior shot was taken in Seguin, 
Texas on March 31, 1974. Leroy Sweet 
land Photo. 


A strong feature of the Clyde Beatty- 
Cole Bros. Circus in 1974 was the John 
Herriott family. The Herriotts are shown 
with their liberty horses in Columbus, 
Ohio. Pfening Photo. 


offering an almost new show, with new 
wardrobe, etc. 

Barnes & Dailey was playing pro 
motional dates in Indiana. Just prior to 
their opening date a tornado rushed 
straight for the show’s quarters at Me- 
dora, Ind., then suddenly veered off, 
causing damage to nearby areas. The 
circus personnel were the first on the 
scene to help their unlucky neighbors. 

By late April Polack was on the West 
coast, the Int’l All Star Circus had signed 
to play Circus Towne (N.M.) for the 
summer and the New England Shrine 
Circus tour was underway. The Wash 
ington, DC date for Ringling-Barnum and 
Circus America turned out to be good 
for both shows and there was no real 
factual information on the dates 
available 


The Gatti-Charles Circus was offering 
its strongest show ever on the West coast 
while the George Matthews Circus 
opened to good business at Santa Clara, 
Calif. They had their old top, which 
showed signs of heavy use, and expected 
a new one sometime soon. 

By May, John Strong had put out 
two units, both of which were doing 
well. The show had some personnel and 
equipment problems and soon most of 
the help had left, but after a few weeks 
the circus was touring as per usual 

In Florida, the Sailor Circus drew 
2,000 people on its opening night at 
Sarasota. Director Bill Lee said their new 
tent, which was 232 x 115 ft., had cost 
$24,950 and could seat 00 people 
Reid Bros. opened in the Pacific North 
west using the title “Grand Safari 
Circus.” 

Happytime Circus was playing schools 
formerly booked by John Strong and 
Hamid-Morton was getting raves on most 
of their dates. Dailey Bros. was also 
coming in for their shlre of praise, while 
Carson & Barnes played a few Texas 
dates with just the sidewall 

Bad weather hurt attendance for 
Roberts Bros. in Georgia, while in the 
West Europorama was doing well in 
warm weather. The latter show was set 





for its longest tour ever, which included 
the Far North and Mid-west areas. 

Huge crowds attended RBBB at Bal- 
timore giving that show credit for the 
biggest attendance and grosses ever re- 
corded at the Baltimore Civic Center. At 
Redlands, Calif. the Great Y Circus cele- 
brated its 34th year with some big 
crowds and in the mid-west Franzan 
Bros. was preparing for a summer tour. 

Hoxie Bros. again featured their 
round blue and white top, which had 
three rings grouped around a single cen- 
ter pole. It accommodated 3,000 people 
and the show's program remained fairly 
steady all year long 

An innovation this year with Royal 
Wild West Circus was the old-style wild 
west set-up. [t covered a ground area of 
300 x 200 ft. and had seating on three 
sides with a pictorial backdrop in the 
rear. It was 
seemed to like it 

Clyde Bros. played Atlanta, Ga., then 
laid off for a bit, during which time all 
the equipment was renovated. Gatti 
Charles played in a Boeing building at 
Seattle, while Cincinnati had five shows 
close by. 


unique idea and folks 


In May Circus Vargas was back in 
California after one coast-to-coast trip 
They were using the tent in about every 
other spot, due to a lack of help. Some 
spots they showed without a top were 
cold and damp, making people wonder 
what happened to the highly advertised 
tent performance 

Some of the Hoxie crew got mixed 
up ina storm and set up their equipment 
on the school grounds at Winchester, 
Ind. (May 17). It wasn’t long before they 
discovered the error and that the circus 
lot was right across the street 

Paul Kaye’s Circus played Duluth, 
Minn. (May 10-12) and drew well, 
breaking local attendance records. As a 
result he easily signed the date for an- 
other appearance in 1975. 

On the West Coast a small promo- 
tional circus made a couple of dates to 
fair business, the Early American Circus 
was making its second appearance and 
the Emmett Kelly, Jr. Circus was playing 
college dates, then jumped from Spokane 
to Michigan for more dates. Meanwhile 
Bob Snowdon purchased the old Gar- 
gantua cage for his monkey farm. 

Of special interest was the mid-year 
announcement that 20th Century Fox 
would make a movie on the life of Tom 
Mix. The circus portion was to be filmed 
on the George Matthews Circus, but 
actual film work was delayed for a year 
or so. 

Hubler’s International Circus ended 
its year at Buffalo, N.Y. with a big date 
(May 16-19). At the Ringling Museum of 
the Circus workmen were restoring the 
Harp & Jesters calliope wagon, while the 
Southwest Circus offered a fun program 
at the Southwest Ice Arena in Chica 

In June, Mattel announced they had 
negotiated a new credit arrangement, but 
would no longer have any money for the 


The well known Dailey Bros. title 
returned to the road in 1974, under the 
ownership of Ben Davenport relatives. 
The pole and seat semi is pictured in 
Benkelman, Nebr. on September 5, 1974. 
Joe Fleming Photo. 


two Ringling-Barnum circuses or Circus 
World Park. A new contract between 
RBBB and the Nassau Veterans Coliseum 
gave both sides the right to cancel out 
whenever the circus’ gross went below 
$500,000 

Despite the fact the calendar said 
“June” there were storms in many states 
and shows like the George Matthews 
Circus, playing in Wyoming, encountered 
snow, wind and rain. It was reported, 
but never confirmed, that every tented 
circus on the road, playing in the mid 
west, suffered a blowdown within days 
of each other as the storm raced back 
and forth across the area 


As usual the Castle show reported 
good business in Canada and King Bros 


was doing OK in the Southwest. John 
Strong’s Circus was struck by a tornado 
in Oklahoma, Gatti-Charles enlarged the 
show for some indoor dates and Royal 
Bros. was getting started in Canada. This 
show has a 100 ft. round end top with 
two 30 ft. and one 40 ft. centers. 

A mix-up of dates for North Platte, 
Nebr., almost cost Clyde Bros. the stand. 
With the help of highway police most of 
the show was rounded up and the day 
worked out well with a good show and 
good attendance. When Carson & Barnes 
arrived in‘the same town shortly after- 
wards they had rain and mud, and the 
local Buffalo Bill Wild West Show offered 
a program with a full sized railroad train, 

In Southern California a newspaper 
complained about the handling of ani- 
mals with a small circus, while in Florida 


The number two unit of Dailey Bros. 
Circus, used a 60 foot round top with 
three 30 foot middles. This ‘Blue Unit” 
is shown in Stapleton, Nebr. on Sep- 
tember 23. Joe Fleming Photo. 


Robert Baudy was pleading for help to 
fight the animal control laws. He threat- 
ened to phase out his breeding facilities 
if some changes weren’t made. Every- 
where Shriners and fans in general were 
starting to rise up to fight the strict laws. 

By June there was no longer any sign 
of an energy crisis. Gas prices were up 
and there was plenty of gas for everyone 
and all seemed right with the world. 
However, even before June the signs 
were there, mostly hidden by the energy 
crisis, but now at long last the recession 
was on its way and starting to mushroom 
everywhere. Cutbacks and layoffs were 
coming daily and by the end of the year 
there was no doubt in anyone’s mind, 
the country was headed for its worst re 
cession ever, 

On June 15th, La Norma announced 
her retirement and was treated to a fare- 
well party in the center ring of the 
Hubert Castle Circus at Vancouver, BC. 
In Salt Lake City an elephant sold to 
Paul Kaye was attached because someone 
hadn't paid D. R. Miller his $5,000 fee. 
A payment was made and the elephant 
was returned just in time for the show's 
opening performance. 

On the west coast the Happytime 
Circus was playing fairs, while in the 
East, Manual Ramos left the Continental 
Circus and formed his own show, the 
Oscarian Bros. Circus. The American 
National Circus played a July 4th date at 
Long Beach, Calif. directed by Parley 
Baer and Gatti-Charles was drawing raves 
for their indoor dates. In Ohio, the Lewis 
Bros. Circus was battling mud and rain. 
Garden Bros. was doing well and at 
times even had two units going, while 
Ringling-Barnum was setting new records 
in New York City 

Veteran elephant man Freddie Logan 
was injured when a light unit fell and 
struck him on the head. Hospitalized for 
a few weeks he has returned to his usual 
duties with no apparent after damage. 

In July rumors started popping up 
that some west coast shows were in 
financial trouble. The George Matthews 
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The baby elephant of the Stebbing 
Royal European Circus is pictured on the 
Springfield, Ohio fairgrounds in 1974 
Al Conover Photo. 
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The colorful new plastic big top of 
the George Matthews Great London 
Circus is pictured in this 1974 view 
Calvin L. Davis Photo. 
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By November the usual Christmas 
holiday shows were getting underway or 
were already playing around the country 
George Matthews Circus had ended its 
tour and said the year had not been a 
ood one The Early American Circus 
played a Pumpkin Festival at Half Moon 
Bay, Calif. and the Tex 


nded on a 
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Patterson Bros. played a few dates in 
November, RBBB announced the hirin 
of new attractions for 1975 and John 


Strong said he 


would put out five 
Christmas unit In Florida Ringling’s 
Clown College graduated some 48 stu 


dent clowns and offered contracts to 20 


The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
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edition of the Greatest Show on Earth 
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son Square Garden date in New York 
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The ticket wagon of the Royal Bros. 
Circus is shown during the 1974 season 
Photo from AIS 


In early December as the RBBB Blue 
Unit train raced towards Florida, Car 
No. 151 erupted into flames and before 
the train could be stopped and the fire 
people had died. The 


other occupants of the 


extinguished four 
ur escaped into 
idjoining cars. 

By the time the year was over the 
recession was serious and still unemploy 
ment was mushrooming higher and 
higher. While most of the shows openly 
announced they'd had good seasons, 
several reported unofficially that the 
year wasn’t that good and that high 
osts had eaten up most of the profits 
that might have been made earlier in 
he year 

But there was one thing all show 
owners were 


the 1975 


igreeing on and that was 
season. It will be a rough one 
they said, and you can expect to see 
several shows goin the road before 
the year is over 
Among the circus people who died 
during the year we Ben Beno, ¢ \ 
Sonneberg, Amy De Voe Wright, Chet 
Howell, Harold Barrows, Eugene Maier 
George M. Penny, Edson J. Driscoll 
Clinton W. Shuford, Jane Thomas, Bill 
Sloan, Lyle Chappell, Jimmy O’Conner 
Helen Varnell, James F. Stutzman, Sam 
Wong, Lois Engford, Nellie Dutton Baus- 
man, Carl D. Clancy, Bob Good, Ezra H 
Foster, Allen Odle, Edward S. Webb 
Ray Wren, Harry Cooke, Walter Jennier, 
William F. Wilco Beatrice M. Jarmas. 
Jack Mills, Delisle Chappel, Cecil 
Robert Eliza Jane Banks 
Charles Hildera, Herman Vanderureg 
Nellie Schrader, Kennedy John Swain 
Steve Raborn, Robert Raborn, E. R 
Gary, Don Rey, Georgi and Betty Kris 
tov, Nikolai Poliakoff, William Thomp- 
son, Sr., Maria Zoppe, Frank C. Fisher 
Arthur Converse, Jack Hart, George Grif 
fin, Rose Steele, Felicia J. Behee, Albert 
White Alphonse Fournier, William O. 
Harris, Jr., Fanny E. Newcomb, William 
William Sullivan, Val 
Kondziele and Brenda 


Thomas, 


R. Timmerman 
Hansen, Hans 
Allers. 

Our thank dozens of fans and 
ircus owners who helped to provide the 
information and details of this article 
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100 YEARS OF CIRCUS POSTERS, 
by Jack Rennert, Avon Books, Hearst 
Corp., publisher. Price $8.95 
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check out with circus history and the 
band business. One just shouldn't bill 
this as a Garden history unless it has 
chapters for several kinds of shows as it 
does for several kinds of sports 
The one thing going for this volume 
from the unsports viewpoint is its cover- 
age about the role an insurance company 
played in Garden history. Except for 
that, the book has little or no value to 
circus, arena and show business his- 
torians. Better we should just go back 
and re-read Bob Loeffler’s excellent 
series in recent issues of The Bandwagon 
Even if he doesn’t mention sports. 
Tom Parkinson 


CONTORTIONISTS, By Michel 
Poignant, Europa Verlag, publisher, D-56 
Wuppertal 2, Postfach 20 18 15, West 
Germany 

Michel Poignant 
France, has been one of Europe’s most 


1 resident of Pari 


avid contortionists fans and collectors of 
photos of people perfecting the art. For 
nearly 10 years he has been in the 
process of publishing a book on this 
special type of presentation. Late in 
1974 the book appeared, and I received 
my copy after having made payment on 
it many year 

The preface is printed in both French 
and English. In it the author says. 
interviewed dozens of contortionist 
their professional development. All 
them told me that they had begun to 
exercise themselves while very young-but 
that decision did not rest with them-that 
their apprenticeship had caused them no 
suffering and that they experienced some 
difficulties only from the time they had 
undertaken to put on an act.” 

The author says in professional terms 
one is called a “bender” or a “‘posturer” 
and one could not be anything more, 
unless he practices the dislocation of the 
shoulder 

The “benders” achieve their exercises 
by reversing themselves backwards, the 


“posturers’” by  leani forward and 


keeping their legs straight or by folding 


them at the back of the neck. It appears 
that it is rare that a single artist can be 


both a forward and a backward con- 
tortionist at the same time. Poignant 
says three words express the beauty 
which is real of the contortionist: sup- 
pleness, harmony and balance 

Other than the preface the book is 
entirely photos. It is divided into chap- 
ters, each covering a country. It would 
appear that more women than men go 
into the field, perhaps due to an out- 
growth to acrobatic dancing lessons at 
an early age. Many pictured in the book 
ire night club performers and a number 
of these are part of an acrobatic act 
consisting of a man and a woman 

A number of the acts from Germany 


ippear in gold paint. One of these acts 
shown in three different photos is the 
Leo Spurgat group of four people, two 
men and two women. This act was 
brought to the United States in the 
early 1930’s by Pat Valdo for the 
Ringling-Barnum circus, and it was fea- 
tured in the “gold statue’ acts on the 
Leo Spurgat was himself an 
excellent contortionist 


big show 


Many of the older photos show men 
in fish or serpent costumes, this type of 
act was very popular with American 
circuses over the years. 

There are also many pictures of 
children in unbelievable contorted po- 
sitions. Overall it contributes historical 
reference to yet another vertical phase 
of circus performing. 


Fred D. Pfening, Jr 
eee 


SHOW FREAKS & MONSTERS, By 
Hans Scheug! and Felix Adanos, Verlag 
M. DuMont Schauberg, Breite Strasse 70, 
Koln, West Germany. 

Here we find yet another book, 
printed in German, covering a special 
part of circus history, illustrated with 
307 photographs of unusual people from 
all over the world. 

Felix Adanos, one of the world’s 
greatest living jugglers, appeared with the 
Ringling-Barnum Circus in the 1950's 
While in Vienna a few years ago I visited 
Mr. Adanos at his home and he showed 


his collection of photos of freaks and 
told how the subject of human oddities 
had been his hobby for many years 

The chapters cover various types of 
freaks, midgets, fat people, giants, 
siamese twins, multi-limbed people and 
tattooed folks, plus about every other 
abnormality one can think of that may 
have appeared in public 

Some of the illustrations go back to 
the 1700's and are rare collectors items 
There are twelve full color reproductions 
of lithographs, including side show bills 
from Barnum & Bailey and Al G. Barnes 
Circuses. Many freaks well known in 
American circus history are pictured like 
Lionel, the lion faced man, Precilla 
Bigano, the alligator lady, Frieda Pusch- 
nik, an armless and legless lady, The Doll 
family of midgets, Eko and Iko and Zip, 
the original what is it. A large number of 
Strange people who have appeared in 
Europe are of course pictured. 

This is easily the most extensive book 
ever published, certainly the best illus- 


Fred D. Pfening, Jr 
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MICHAEL KARA, KING OF 
JUGGLERS, By Herman Sagemuller, 
Published by the author. 

Serious collectors of circusianna, as 
well as juggling and performance buffs 
should note publication of an 80-page 
(plus cover) paperback — biography 
Michael Kara; K6nig der Jongleure, Jo 
leur_der Konig (King of the Jugglers, 
Juggler of the Kings). Published in 1973 
in the German language, the book’s 
author is Herman Sagemuller, noted 
West German expert on jugglers and 
their craft. The edition, the product of 
four years of work, is illustrated liberally 
with a total of 40 photographs, pictorials 
and other art. Michael Kara invented 
“the gentleman juggler,” earning in the 
days before Enrico Rastelli the acclaim 
of audiences around the world and 
notoriets as “the best juggler of his 
time.” The book is dedicated to Felix 
Adanos, who is considered the modern 
day exemplar of Kara’s skill and art 

In tracing the career of Kara, the 
book provides substantial narrative as 
well as a concluding section indicating 
the engagements of the juggler, beginning 
with continental stage and circus appear- 
ances in the mid-1880’s, his premiere U 
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OFFICIAL 
ROUTE BOOK 


The full history & record 
in 64 pages. Dozens of 
photos of wagons train 
and performers. 


Send $2 cash check or 
money order to 


CIRCUSIANA BOOKS 
2515 Dorset Rd. 
Columbus, O. 43221 


n 


RAILROAD CIRCUS & CARNIVAL PICTURES 


5 Sells Floto 1927, $3; 15 Arthur Bros. wagons, $7; 17 pix 1938 Hagenbeck- 
Wallace, $7; 19 1929 Al G. Barnes, $7.50; 27 pix 1928 Barnes, $10; 5 Ringling 
parade 1903, $3; 60 Barnes-Floto 1938 all wagons from original negs, $16; 15 
Barnes-Floto 1937, $6; 15 Yankee Patterson 1947, $6; 30 H-W wagons at 1000 
Oakes, $9; 9 pix Robbins Bros. parade wagons 1927, $5; 4 Lemen Bros. Circus 
parade, $4; 40 Tom Mix, $13; 20 old time parade, $8; 30 old time Macks, $8; 
RB&B&B programs, $5; Dailey & Beatty programs, $4.50; 40 pix Strates, $7; 40 
Olson, $8; 48 Hennies Bros., $10; 40 J J Jones, $10; 1949 30 Cole Bros. wagons, 
$7; 40 Cole Train, $8; 30 C Beatty wagons, $7; 40 C Beatty train, $8; 1936 
Barnes 44 for $10; 1936 48 RB&B&B, $10; 10 John Robinson, $6; 20 Ringling 
Bros, $8; 20 Barnum & Bailey, $8; 20 Sells Floto $8; 30 Hagenbeck-Wallace, $10; 
20 101 Ranch, $9; 1936 Cole 25 pix, $7; Most White Tops, $3 each; John Robin 
son 1906 parade & Sells Floto old time train in 8x10, $10; 1954 RB&B&B 62 
pix, $12; Large 20x24’ mounted for your circus room Barnes 1924 & Sells 
Floto, $12 each; 8x10 old time Baraboo qtrs 2 for $5. 


Jim McRoberts, 1116 W. 18th, Topeka, Kans. 66604 


Bandwagon on Microfilm $15.00 EACH POSTPAID, 
1957—1972 


Northwest Ohio Research Center 


214-A Graduate Cent 
Roll #1 — May 1957 — Oct. 1965 Asi 


Roll +2 — Nov. 1965 — Dec. 1972 Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 


PHOTOS PHOTOS PHOTOS 


Are You looking for something different? Color photos of 
Circus Posters from my collection. These are 32 x 5 inch 
in size and are in sets of 20. At present | have 12 different 
sets available. Price is $7.00 a set postpaid. Descriptive list 
25 or list and sample photo .50. 


WILLIAM WATSON 
3522 R. Willow Ave 
Castle Shannon. Pa. 15234 


Classic Gircus Scenics 


STUPENDOUS! COLOSSAL! THE 
WORLD OF THE CIRCUS CAPTURED IN 
SPLENDIFEROUS COLORS! 512” x 834”! 


From specially selected photographs that 
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LYMAN E. COX _ P.o. Box 15902, SACRAMENTO, CA. 95813 
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ONE SHEET 


By Stuart Thayer 


In the 1930's 1 1940’s Brooklyn, New York was largely a 
subject of jocularity in movies, radio programs, nightclub routines 
ind popular literature. The typical resident of the place was por 
trayed 1 blue-collar jester who wore a ¢ 
that wa 


1p and talked in a pathos 
upposedly endemic to the borough. Movies concerning 
World War II monotonously charactered by generic types—the farm 
boy, the southerner, the cowboy—always included either a Jew ora 
Brooklynite, and probably both at some reach, as typifying metr 

politan man. Such treatment of Brooklyn and its inhabitants rose 
from its being in the shadow of Manhattan, at that time the essence 
London in 
ruins and Rome the enemy. The citizen of Brooklyn was the country 
cousin of the Manhattanite, his open, flat city lacking the towers 


of metropolitan sophistication since Paris was occupied 


the power and the glamour of the city across the river 

Since its function has been largely one of being a bedroom for 
Manhattan there is little to interest the historian of great events in 
Brooklyn. Preservationists on the other hand find it a fertile field 
for the conservation of architectural material. The Brooklyn Navy 
Yard is probably the most 
the nation’s hist Many f 


nportant link between the borough and 
ous ships were built there 

The circus historian finds some interesting information in the 
popular history of the place. The original Breuckelen (Dutch for 
Broken Land) was settled in 1636 and was named after a village in 
the Netherlands. It achieved a municipal government in 1646, four 
years before New York did. For a long time it was but one of six 
sushwick, Flatlands, Flatbush, New 
Utrecht and Gravesend being the others. Williamsburgh was added 
in 1854. In 1816 Brooklyn was incorporated as a city with a popu 


towns that are now combined 


lation of about six thousand, In 1823 it saw its first circus 
At this time the village edge was near the present site of Borough 
Hall and the main street was Fulton Street (then Old Ferry Road) 
which began at the Fulton Ferry dock of a later period. In the block 
to the north of Borough Hall, between present day Fulton and 
Adams Street, a Mr. Green in 1810 opened the Military Garden 
This was one of the Vauxhall-type entertainment places that were 
so popular in the United States in the eighteenth century and early 
nineteenth century, Before the time of public parks these were a 
middle class meeting place, being planted and fountained 
ind presenting amusements and refreshments. Similar ones were in 
New York City—Richmond Hill Gardens—and Philadelphia—Colum: 
bia Gardens—and Charleston—Vauxhall Gardens. Hall shows were 
the usual fare of these places, but occasionally circuses were pre 
sented. To the one in Brooklyn John Rogers brought the first circus 

troupe to appear in that city 
America from England with James West's 
troupe in 1816. His son, Charles J 


ied to eclipse the career of his father as well as those of most 


Rogers had come to 


was born in 1817, a child des: 


people in the business. He the one who became in the 1840's the 
partner of George Spalding in the long-lived firm of Spalding and 
Rogers. 

Rogers, senior, was a rider with some talent, apparently, but 
ippears most often in American programs as the riding master, to: 
naster. West sold his horses and his leases—in those days 
-rice and Simpson, the theatri 
cal impresarios, in September, 1822. Rogers stayed on until mid 
1823 and then joined William Blanchard’s troupe. Blanchard closed 
in Hoboken, New Jersey, on August 8, 1823 and at this point Rogers 
formed his own troupe for the appearance at Military Garden 

With him were his tw sar old apprentice, Master Hunt; Mr 
Carnes, a clown; Mr. Daniel Champlin, a wire-walker. They played 
until September 5 and then moved over to New York. The 74 Long 
Island Star cording to G.C.D. Odell 
first exhibition of the k 


day’s rin 
the equivalent of selling a show 


confirmed that it was the 
fered in Brooklyn 

ircus appeared there. In 1828 
Amphitheatre at Fifth and Canal 


It was five years befo: 


the company from the 


in New York made a one-month stand at the Brooklyn Amphi- 
theatre. This hall was located somewhere on Fulton Street and this 
was its only use as a circus, prompting us to suppose that the name 
was temporary which explains why we can’t locate it exactly. The 
Lafayette company was a sub-troupe and had in it John Richer, 
Master LaForest, John S. Whitaker and Master Alexander with the 
trick horse Napoleon. They played from July 17 to August 14 and 
then joined the main troupe in Providence. The amphitheatre was 
converted into a theatre on September 4 
After another lapse of tme, tnis one nine years, the American 
1 Company played at Military Garden in 1837. Thomas Tufts 
the manager of the troupe and we know little more about it at 
this time. They advertised themselves 
Amphitheatre in Baltimore 
On July 10, 1839 Welch and Bartlett brought their Grand 
National Arena Company into Brooklyn, presumably tc t next 
to the Military Garden as John Glenroy says their show was set up 


is being from the Front Street 


where the City (read Borough) Hall now stands. This was the former 
Bacon and Derious Circus which Welch and Bartlett had purchased 
in Fredericksburg, Virginia July 4. From Brooklyn they took ship 
to Providence 
This became a common thing for circuses to do—play New York, 
then Brooklyn, then sail to Boston or Providence to begin a tour of 
New England. In time they would go New York to Brooklyn to the 
Mott Haven Yards of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail 
road in the Bronx to begin the rail season 
In 1840 Welch and Bartlett returned, this time to play in Military 
Garden. They came from 509 Broadway in Manhattan and again 
went on to Providence. By this time Brooklyn had become a city 
was twenty-five miles in area and had a population of 42,622. Its 
size alone was enough to attract shows, Manhattan’s proximity not 
withstanding. From this time circuses appeared with some regularity 
ind subsequent dates were as follows 
1841-June, Titus and Angevine, June | to 3 
1842-Aaron Turner, April 11 and 12 
June, Titus and Angevine, October 3 to 9 
1843-Welch and Mann, July 6 
1846-Rockwell and Stone, beginning May 18 at the 
Brooklyn Garden, new name for Military Garden. 
1847-Raymond and Waring, April 27 to 29 
Sands, Lent and Company, October 29 to 
November 3 
(J.0.) Howes and Company, March 27 to April 8 
Sands and Lent, October 26 to 28 
Van Amburgh and Company, November 15 to 18 
Raymond and Driesbach, May 6 to 8 
(Williamsburgh 9) 
Barnum’s Caravan, May 29 and 30 
(Williamsburgh 31) 
Welch’s Natio: May 22 to 24 
Robinson and Eldred, June 7 and 8 
Madigan and Stone, October 4 
Spalding and Rogers, September 8 and 9, thus 
ompleting a cycle started by Rogers, Senior in 1823. 
Barnum’s Caravan, October 20 
1855-Sands, Nathans and Company, April 19 to 
Dan Rice, September 5 and 6 
S. B. Howes, October 27 
Jim Myers, April 2 
Dan Rice, August 20 and 21 
Sloat and Shepherd, September 7 and 8 
Dan Rice, September 24 to 26 
Sands and Nathans, April 12 
Tournaire and Whitby, May 17 and 18 
Joe Pentland, May 25 and 26 
Lent, September 12 and 13 
1860 Nixon, May 28 
Lent, October 9 and 10. 
Levi J. North, October 19 
1861-Spalding and Rogers, April 22 to 24 
J. M. Nixon, August 19 
L. B. Lent, Octo’ 11 and 12 
2-J. M. Nixon, April 21 to 23 


Hippozoonomadon (L.B. Lent), April 28 
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